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EUROPE TO 
RESTORE 
LAND

The Eu-
ropean Union 
has agreed to a 
Nature Restora-
tion Law that will 
require member states 
to begin restoring 20 percent 
of the bloc’s land and sea eco-
systems by 2030.

More than 80 percent 
of European habitats are in 
“poor shape,” according to 
the European Parliament, 
but the law will help repair 
the damage and meet biodi-
versity and climate goals.

To accomplish this plan, 
member nations must re-
store at least 30 percent of 
the “poor condition” types of 
habitat to a “good condition” 
by the end of the decade, with 
an increase to 60 percent by 
the end of the following de-
cade and 90 percent by 2050.
Source: Cristen Hemingway 
Jaynes, Ecowatch, Nov. 13, 
2023.

RUSSIA “UNSIGNS” TEST BAN 
TREATY

On November 2, 2023, 
Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin revoked his country’s 
ratification of the 1996 Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT), saying that he did 
so to bring Russia into line 
with the United States, which 
had signed but not ratified 
the treaty. Besides the US, 
the treaty has not yet been 
ratified by China, India, Pa-
kistan, North Korea, Israel, 
Iran and Egypt.

It is unclear whether the 
revocation will result in Rus-
sia’s resuming testing nuclear 

weapons. Putin explicitly de-
clined to say, though Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergei Ry-
abkov had stated that Mos-
cow would resume testing 
only if the U.S. does so.

With the abandonment of 
the CTBT, the last remain-
ing bilateral nuclear weapons 
treaty between Washington 
and Moscow is New START, 
under which the two nations 
used to regularly inspect 
each other’s nuclear facilities 
and limit warheads. Russia 
suspended the treaty in Feb-
ruary, and it will expire in 
early 2026.
Source: Aljazeera, Nov. 2, 2023 

COUNTRIES SUFFERING MOST 
FROM FOOD CRISIS

According to UN’s Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, fifteen countries have 
been areas of “highest” and 
“very high” concern as hun-
ger hotspots in 2023. In these 
countries there are higher 
than usual levels of acute 
malnutrition. Some families 
stave off starvation with such 
coping strategies as selling off 
their livestock.

In Afghanistan, nearly 20 
million people suffer food 
insecurity because of con-
flict in the region, high food 
prices, floods, and droughts. 
That country has been con-
sistently classified among the 
world’s ten worst food crises 
since 2016. In 2023, 46 per-
cent of the country’s popula-
tion was experiencing crisis 
conditions.

In Nigeria, 25.3 million 
people experienced food in-
security or worse. The Boko 
Haram insurgency in the 
northeastern states and ban-

ditry and conflict between 
farmers and pastoralists in 
the country’s northern and 
central states have been key 
factors in the crisis. A curren-
cy crisis and fuel shortage are 
making things worse.

In Somalia, 6.5 million 
people were suffering from 
hunger because of recurring 
drought, high food and wa-
ter prices, and conflict. The 
country has a. long history 
of food crises. A famine in 
2011 caused nearly 26,000 
deaths. Since then, more than 
1.3 million people have been 
forced from their homes, 
with outbreaks of cholera and 
measles because of poor wa-
ter, sanitation, and nutrition. 
Ongoing conflict is predicted 
to continue, hurting liveli-
hood activities, access to mar-
kets and trade.

These three countries are 
comparable to twelve other 
states that are also undergo-
ing the world’s worst food 
crises. They are South Sudan, 
with 7.8 million people suf-
fering acute food insecurity 
or worse; Yemen, with 17.4 
million people so affected; 
Haiti, with 4.9 million; the 
Sahel (Burkina Faso and Mali) 
with 4.6 million people; Su-
dan, with 19.1 million; Paki-
stan, with 8.6 million; Central 
African Republic with 3 mil-
lion; Ethiopia, with 23.6 mil-
lion people; Kenya, with 5.4 
million; Democratic Republic 
of the Congo with 24.5 mil-
lion people; Syria with 12.1 
million; and Myanmar, with 
15.2 million people experi-
encing acute food insecurity 
or worse.

Almost always, there are 
multiple, converging caus-

es of these crises. Wars and 
other conflicts, combined 
with climate change to create 
shortages, high prices, and 
(inevitably) widespread hun-
ger and disease.

Since the publication of 
the World Vision article to 
which we refer here, the War 
in Gaza has begun. Journalists 
are reporting that the famine 
in Gaza is far worse than any 
of the ones described here.
Source: World Vision. Aug. 17, 
2023.

CHINA BUILDS GIANT SOLAR 
PLANT IN UAE

In the desert outside Abu 
Dhabi, China has built the 
largest solar farm on earth, 
with 4 million panels. It has 
already produced 3.6 billion 
kilowatt-hours of clean elec-
tricity since it started full op-
erations in April 2023. This 
was a project of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative and was 
successfully completed rapid-
ly to be ready for the opening 
of the UN’s COP 28 climate 
conference in Dubai.
Source: South China Morning 
Post, 24 November 2023.

Solar Plant | © Blickpixel, Pixabay
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From the Editor
We should explain why this issue of Peace does not 

cover these three big stories: the Russia-Ukraine War; 
the Gaza-Israel War; and the recent article “Global 
Warming in the Pipeline” by James Hansen. When we 
editors discussed the wars, we decided that a quarterly 
publication cannot cover breaking news; any article we 
could publish about war would be out-of-date by the 
time you can read it.

When it comes to global warming, there are known 
solutions that will not soon become obsolete.  Hansen 
has proposed three several practical and necessary 
ways of preventing climate catastrophe: 

(a) increasing the global price on greenhouse gas 
emissions and rapidly developing clean energy; 

(b) supporting the energy needs of the developing 
world; and 

(c) solar radiation management, such as spraying 
innocuous salt aerosols into the atmosphere, 
which will cool the planet temporarily while other, 
slower measures can be implemented.

But Hansen’s paper points out that even the only 
globally authorized group of scientists, the IPCC, blocks 
the spread of accurate information and thereby prevents 
the adoption of such necessary measures. The IPCC is 
accountable to national governments.

So, for all three of these problems, our current 
systems of government are obstructing reasonable 
solutions. Too often, our political institutions authorize 
decision-makers who make stupid policies. 

Democracy, as Churchill pointed out, is the worst form 
of government except all the others that have been tried. 
And today we may add: All around the world, democracy 
is lately generating poor decisions. The solution to these 
three worst problems, as with many of our other crises, 
demands more difficult improvements in our political 
institutions. 

Therefore, in 2024 Peace Magazine’s editorial board 
may pay attention to some bolder possible political 
reforms. That approach seems slow, but it may offer 
the only realistic solutions to the continuing crises of 
violence and global warming. Welcome to year 2024!
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WE WANT PHARMACARE!
I’ve read claims within 

conservative news-media that 
Canada can’t afford a fully 
publicly funded ‘pharmacare’ 
plan through which gener-
ic-brand prescription medica-
tion is universally accessible. 

We continue to be the 
world’s sole nation that has 
universal health care but 
no similar coverage of pre-
scribed medication, however 
necessary.

A late-2019 Angus Reid 
study found that, over the 
previous year, due to med-
ication unaffordability, al-
most a quarter of Canadi-
ans decided against filling a 
prescription or having one 
renewed. Resultantly, many 
low-income outpatients who 
cannot afford to fill their 
prescriptions end up back 
in the hospital system as a 
result, therefore costing far 
more for provincial and fed-
eral government health min-
istries than if the medication 
had been covered.

Ergo, in order for the in-
dustry to continue raking in 
huge profits, Canadians and 
their health, as both individ-
ual consumers and a taxpay-
ing collective, must lose out 
big time. 

Canadians were promised 
a ‘pharmacare’ plan before 
by the federal government 
— only to have the pharma-
ceutical industry successfully 
threaten to abandon their 
Canada-based R&D, etcet-
era, if the government went 
ahead with the plan.

Why? Because such uni-
versal medication coverage 
would negatively affect the in-
dustry’s superfluously plenti-

of secular-
ism — a vital 
point for a pop-
ulation adhering to 
a wide range of beliefs. 

Before commenting on 
the killing of Hardeep Singh 
Nijjar in B.C., allow me to 
ask Canadians in particular, 
how they would feel if Que-
bec severed ties with Canada 
— a matter that was far more 
than a theoretical possibility 
just a few decades ago.

The creation of Khalistan 
in India would be equal-
ly revolting for Indians in 
general, as this could poten-
tially lead to other religious 
groups clamoring for a state 
of their own. In short, a ca-
lamitous state of instabili-
ty and conflict; possibly a 
breakup of India, much like 
the end of Yugoslavia.

This November, the US 
Department of Justice issued 
an indictment against Nikhil 
Gupta, an Indian nation-
al who was arrested in the 
Czech Republic end-June, as 
he is alleged to be involved 
in the killing of Nijjar and 
also in the attempt to kill 
another prominent Sikh 
separatist in the US — Gur-
patwand Singh Pannun. 

 Gupta was in close touch 
with an unnamed agent 
serving with the intelligence 
branch and Central Reserve 
Police Force in Delhi, who 
ordered the killings. The 
attempt on the life of the 
US citizen was thwarted by 
the efforts of the Drug En-
forcement Agency (DEA) 
and the FBI.

In the wake of these two 
cases and irrefutable evi-
dence that has surfaced, the 

g o v e r n m e n t 
of India has no 

choice but to take 
seriously the accusa-

tions of Justin Trudeau 
and the law enforcement 
agencies of the US. Appar-
ently, President Biden raised 
the issue with Prime Minis-
ter Modi at their Washing-
ton meeting last June.

Modi has every right 
to ask both PM Justin 
Trudeau and President 
Biden why Sikh separat-
ists are not reined in or 
charged for advocating the 
break-up of a country they 
regard as a close ally. But 
extra-territorial killings for 
political or ideological rea-
sons is a crime that cannot 
be condoned.

As a member of the 
Quad, India, along with the 
US, Australia, and Japan 
hopes to be a counterweight 
to China. India is also being 
courted by several West-
ern countries seeking trade 
agreements. However, its 
dealings with Sikh separat-
ists has been a catastrophic 
blunder and a crime.
P. Chandrashekhar
Toronto, ON   

ful profits. The profits would 
still be great, just not as great.

The Angus Reid study 
also found that about 90 
percent of Canadians — in-
cluding three quarters of 
Conservative Party sup-
porters specifically [who 
definitely are not known for 
supporting publicly-funded 
social programs] — support 
a national ‘pharmacare’ plan. 
Another 77 percent believed 
this should be a high-pri-
ority matter for the federal 
government.

So, while we are envied 
abroad for our “universal” 
health care system, full care 
seemingly still comes second 
to the industry’s big-profit 
interests.
Frank Sterle Jr.   
White Rock, BC

WHY KHALISTAN?
The campaign for an in-

dependent state for Sikhs 
in India is driven mainly by 
the diaspora in Canada, the 
UK, and Australia. The vast 
majority of Sikhs, whether 
living in India or elsewhere, 
have no interest in carving 
out a separate state for their 
community. This is under-
standable, given the freedom 
all citizens of India have, to 
live or work anywhere with-
in the sub-continent.

Moreover, the Gov-
ernment of India, which is 
committed to freedom of 
expression and of religious 
beliefs, could never allow 
the formation of a state ex-
pressly for Sikhs or for any 
other religious group with-
out violating a key element 
in the Constitution of India, 
which upholds the principle 

Give your NGO a 
FREE subscription

to Peace Magazine!

������������������������������

office@
peacemagazine.org
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The Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) recognizes organiza-
tions as charities based on 
three broad categories: relief 

of poverty, advancement of education, 
and advancement of religion. It does 
not consider magazines eligible to be 
charities because they do not ‘educate.’ 
CRA apparently assumes that you nor-
mally just buy them and casually read a 
few articles while killing time, whereas 
real education requires you to follow a 
planned program of study. Hence even 
informative magazines, not being used 
in structured trainings, don’t normally 
qualify as charities for tax purposes.

On the other hand, two other Cana-
dian institutions, SSHRC and NSERC, 
which each spend over $1 billion per 
year funding research and training, do 
consider both scholarly journals and 
magazines as education — at least those 
that support ‘knowledge mobilization.’  

What’s knowledge mobilization? 
Well, new knowledge is constantly pro-
duced by researchers in academia, in-
dustry, and government — but the new 
discoveries may be published in obscure 
sites where only a few people ever learn 
about them. To be useful, they must 
become a lively topic of discourse for 
experts and stakeholders. Some mag-
azines do spread existing research re-
sults widely and show their relevance to 

We run four platforms free of charge 
to make factual results available to the 
public: Peace Magazine; our website, 
https://tosavetheworld.ca; our You-
Tube channel, http://youtube.com/c/
tosavetheworld; and for audio podcasts, 
Libsyn. We provide spaces for the au-
dience to discuss what they have read, 
watched, or heard. 

Peace Magazine will change a bit by 
covering more life-threatening risks to 
humanity. It will publish relevant dis-
cussions among qualified experts about 
research on serious global issues and 
some other articles that are substantially 
informed by research.

Not all articles must be written by 
experts. We also welcome proposals and 
submissions by writers who may not be 
researchers themselves but who can tell 
accurate stories about researchers and 
their ongoing debates with other experts. 
We will still offer book reviews, letters, 
a news page, and a current controversies 
column, which may even be polemical, 
but which should be anchored in discus-
sions about evidence, not merely hor-
tatory rhetoric. We hope you’ll enjoy 
“mobilizing your knowledge.” 

DISTRIBUTING THE MAGAZINE
Over its forty-years, Peace Magazine’s

paid subscribers declined and, when we 
became digital-only, dropped to a few 
dozen. However, we now email a free 
digital edition to thousands of civil so-
ciety groups. We will continue doing 
so, not exactly as a magazine, but as 
PSTW’s free newsletter for NGOS.

Peace now fulfills Project Save the 
World’s purpose: to make the results of 
the experts’ discussions available to the 
public. If you want a free subscription 
for your NGO or professional associa-
tion, just tell us and we’ll add it to our 
email list. If you also want the maga-
zine individually, you can still subscribe 
through PressReader. We are grateful 
to our dear handful of loyal paying sub-
scribers. Let’s celebrate together and 
prepare for our next forty years! n

public policy. That’s knowledge mobi-
lization, clearly a vital contribution to 
public education, whether or not CRA 
agrees. That’s what Peace Magazine has 
always done well, and now it’s becoming 
our core objective.

OUR NEW EDITORIAL POLICY
Forty years ago, the Canadian Dis-

armament Information Service (CAN-
DIS) created Peace Magazine as a forum 
about the nuclear arms race. 

Now CANDIS is amalgamating with 
Project Save the World, a not-for-prof-
it corporation to prevent six life-threat-
ening global risks — war and weapons; 
global warming; famine; pandemics; ra-
dioactive contamination; and cyber risks 
— plus three policy sectors: the econo-
my; governance and human rights; and 
civil society. 

In merging, CANDIS will cease to 
exist as a distinct entity, but the com-
bined organization, as Project Save the 
World, will still publish Peace Magazine.

The official purpose of Proj-
ect Save the World will be:

“The advancement of education by 
providing an open forum for qualified 
experts to discuss their research with 
other experts and to make those results 
available to the public.”

Does a Magazine Educate You?

© Cookiephoto, Pixabay

https://tosavetheworld.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/c/tosavetheworld
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In November, Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping met with Joe Biden around the 
annual Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) meeting. Eco-

nomics was on the top of the agenda. 
In addition to the deterioration in se-

curity relations — the U.S. shootdown
of the Chinese balloon, the increasing 
tensions in the South China Sea — the 
two countries have been involved in a 
low-intensity trade war and a tit-for-
tat brawl on advanced technology. The 
United States has imposed an escalating 
series of export controls on semicon-
ductors, artificial intelligence technol-
ogy, and the like. This summer, China 

conflict and ensuring channels of com-
munication are open.”

Sounds to me like the first meeting at 
the office of a couples counselor. Since 
the Trump presidency, everyone has 
been talking about the “decoupling” of 
China and the United States. It’s really 
too bad that Biden and Xi don’t have 
the services of a third-party facilitator 
who can help the couple sort through 
their problems.

I humbly offer my services as a me-
diator. 

GETTING TO MAYBE
My clients have built a strong re-

retaliated by restricting exports on the 
two key rare earth elements of gallium 
and germanium, which China produc-
es 90 percent and 60 percent respec-
tively — thereby reducing the amount 
that China made available on the global 
market to essentially zero. 

Pundits and media commentators, 
following the lead of the Biden admin-
istration, worked hard to lower expecta-
tions for the Biden-Xi meeting. “We’re 
not talking about a long list of outcomes 
or deliverables,” a senior administration 
official told reporters. “The goals here 
really are about managing the compe-
tition, preventing the downside risk of 

Defrosting the Cold War 
with China BY JOHN FEFFER

President Joe Biden meeting Chinese leader Xi Jinping in 2022 | © Wikimedia

https://fpif.org/spying-vs-spying/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinas-new-graphite-restrictions
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/biden-xi-gear-high-stakes-meeting-experts-low-expectations-rcna124627
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lationship that has lasted for nearly 
50 years. China and the United States 
come from very different backgrounds, 
so it’s only to be expected that they will 
have some conflicts. But even while 
they were bickering with one another, 
these particular clients set a new record
in trade in goods last year (though it has 
declined since then). Like any success-
ful couple, they have become dependent 
on one another while preserving a good 
deal of independence. 

During this first visit to my office, I 
will encourage Biden and Xi to start out 
by acknowledging what’s working well 
in the relationship.

My guess is, however, that the two 
will soon fall to griping. 

Beijing is angry about the tariffs that 
Donald Trump imposed during his 
presidency and that Biden hasn’t lifted, 
which China pegs at an average of 19 
percent compared to the 7.3 percent 
that China imposes on U.S. products. 
It’s not happy about the export controls 
on advanced technology that the Unit-
ed States and European Union have 
imposed. And it really doesn’t like the 

the Global South. China is furious at 
how the United States is building alli-
ances — such as the “Quad” with India, 
Japan, and Australia — designed spe-
cifically to contain China’s ambitions. 
Another major irritant is the aggressive 
military actions that the United States 
takes near China’s borders. 

Complaining is not the royal road to 
reconciliation. Biden and Xi have to lis-
ten to each other to make any progress. 
That’s certainly what administration 
officials mean when they say that both 
sides have to commit to “ensuring chan-
nels of communication are open.” 

But let’s face it: listening isn’t enough 
either. 

IDENTIFYING MUTUAL INTERESTS
If couples have children, they have 

an obvious mutual interest in raising the 
family in a healthy environment.

Biden and Xi don’t have any children 
in common. But the trade between the 
two countries functions as a kind of off-
spring of the relationship. And let’s face 
it: my clients are really screwing up with 
that particular kid.

way that Europe and the United States 
have put pressure on manufacturers to 
stop relying on China for critical raw 
materials. 

Washington has accused China of 
ripping off the intellectual property of 
U.S. firms. It’s beyond annoyed that 
China has been using advanced tech-
nology to upgrade its military, and it’s 
concerned as well about China’s human 
rights record. It puts Chinese tariffs on 
U.S. goods at somewhere between 15 
and 25 percent.  

Both countries have other com-
plaints. The United States worries 
about China’s military actions in the 
Taiwan Strait and the South China Sea, 
its military alliance with Russia, and its 
efforts to gobble up critical resources in 

Chinese Balloon Envelope Recovery: sailors assigned to Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group 2 recover a portion of the balloon from the Atlantic | © U.S. Navy, Wikipedia

The trade between US 
and China functions 
as a kind of offspring 

of the relationship

https://www.china-briefing.com/news/us-china-trade-in-goods-hits-new-record-in-2022-what-does-it-mean-for-bilateral-ties/
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/08/31/china-says-drop-in-trade-with-us-is-direct-consequence-of-us-moves.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/08/31/china-says-drop-in-trade-with-us-is-direct-consequence-of-us-moves.html
https://taxfoundation.org/research/all/federal/tariffs-trump-trade-war/
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The tariffs in particular have not re-
ally benefited either side. On the U.S. 
side, the tariffs have cost U.S. consum-
ers a huge amount of money, to the tune 
of $1.4 billion a month (by the end of 
2018). Through 2021, that added up to 
$48 billion that consumers shelled out
in extra cash. 

It’s harder to know how much China 
has been affected by the tariffs, though 
one study concluded on the basis of a 
reduction in the intensity of night-time 
lighting in China that local economic 
activity shrank. However, China has 
probably not suffered as much as the 
United States, since its U.S.-bound 
exports decreased by only 8.5 percent 
(compared to a decrease of 26.3 per-
cent of China-bound exports from the 
United States) and its exports to the rest 
of the world increased by 5.5 percent 
(compared to an increase of only 2.2 
percent for U.S. exports to the rest of 
the world).

Then there’s the matter of the glob-
al commons. A couple that spends less 
time and energy squabbling can turn 
their attention to improving the neigh-
borhood. But first, they have to marshal 
the resources to do so.

Both China and the United States 
devote enormous sums to countering 
perceived threats from the other side. A 
very large chunk of the nearly $1 trillion 
of U.S. military spending is devoted to 
that goal. China spends somewhere be-
tween $225 billion (Beijing’s figures) 
and $300 billion (outside estimates). It’s 
fair to say that at least half of that com-
bined figure — around $650 billion a 
year — is being poured down the drain 
of “preparedness” for some future battle 
between the two superpowers. 

If China and the United States en-
gaged in threat reduction — and then 
proceeded to arms control — that 
would free up a lot of money that could 
go, for instance, toward addressing cli-
mate change.

“The economy,” he says, curtly.
“Can you be more specific?”
“Prices shooting back up.”
“How can you best prevent 

that?”
He looks impatient. “Well, 

there’s the Federal Reserve, and the 
interest rates, and the — “

I’m shooting meaningful glances 
at Xi, who is glowering in his chair. 
“And…”

“Yes,” Biden begrudgingly 
agrees. “The economy is still taking 
a hit from the tariffs.”

“Which means?” I prompt.
Biden glances at Xi. “I suppose 

we could consider a partial reduc-
tion of some of the tariffs if…”

“If…?” I ask.
“If he does something in return.”
I turn my attention to Xi. “What 

do you think?”
“We could consider a partial re-

duction of some of the tariffs if…”
“If…?”
“If he does something in return,” 

Xi says.
“Those rare earth element export 

controls have to go,” Biden says.
“And so do the controls on AI 

chips,” Xi says.

The horse-trading begins in earnest. 
In short order, the clients have drawn 
up a preliminary agreement on tariffs 
and export controls. 

It’s a start.
Next week, they’ll meet again in my 

office and we’ll practice our affirma-
tions. We’ll do a short exercise involv-
ing gratitudes. 

Then we’ll move on to saving the 
planet. n

John Feffer is the director of Foreign Policy 
in Focus at the Institute for Policy Studies 
and a member of Project Save the World’s 
Board of Directors. 

We encourage you to comment on this 
article here. Please give your post a title 
referring to this article so readers can 
identify it and reply. If someone does so, 
we’ll tell you.

The couple could team up to work 
on other resource questions. The Unit-
ed States and China are competing fu-
riously to secure critical raw materials 
throughout the world. What if they 
cooperated instead on research on recy-
cling and less mining-dependent alter-
natives? The United States and China 
are both guilty of over-fishing (with 
China the more serious culprit). What if 
they led a global effort to manage ocean 
resources more responsibly?

Of course, it’s not my job to tell cli-
ents what to think. But I can steer them 
toward what I think are more useful 
ways of working together as a couple. 

One tactic is to get them to talk 
about the various threats that they view 
in common. My clients are both wor-
ried about unpredictable leaders — oth-
er than themselves, naturally — who 
could start a nuclear war or unleash a 
pandemic. My clients are worried about 
religious fundamentalism. They are 
both concerned about the collapse of 
the Russian government and its replace-
ment by fratricidal chaos (some other 
countries fall into this category as well).

The list of common projects is im-
mense. But how can the two sides over-
come a trust deficit to re-establish a 
healthy working relationship?

HOW ABOUT SOME OLIVE BRANCHES?
When a couple doesn’t trust each 

other, someone has to make a first at-
tempt at reconciliation, however modest. 
It might be an apology or the purchase 
of some flowers or a promise, finally, to 
watch a baseball game together. 

As a therapist, I don’t tell my clients 
what to do. Instead, I ask questions. 

“With the presidential election 
coming up next year,” I ask Joe 
Biden, “what are you most worried 
about?”

Biden and Xi have to 
listen to each other to 

make any progress

Someone has to make a 
first attempt at reconcilia-

tion, however modest

https://www.nber.org/papers/w25672
https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/section-301-china-tariffs-by-end-use/#:~:text=U.S.%20consumers%20paid%20%248.3%20billion,tariffs%20for%20these%20specific%20imports.&text=The%20United%20States%20imported%20%24130.5,in%20tariffs%20on%20these%20imports.
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/impact-us-china-tariff-war-chinas-economy-new-evidence-night-time-lights
https://www.nber.org/digest/202204/how-us-china-trade-war-affected-rest-world
https://chinapower.csis.org/military-spending/
https://www.thestkittsnevisobserver.com/us-accuses-china-of-illegal-fishing-but-china-says-us-is-overfishing-tuna-and-taking-whale-sharks-and-turtles/
https://www.thestkittsnevisobserver.com/us-accuses-china-of-illegal-fishing-but-china-says-us-is-overfishing-tuna-and-taking-whale-sharks-and-turtles/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2023/10/16/the-crimes-behind-the-seafood-you-eat
https://tosavetheworld.ca/economics/
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Cyber Tug of War at the UN

For the last 25 years, the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA) 
has been discussing the impact 
of information and commu-

nication technology (ICT) on interna-
tional security. Over these years, fully 
six Groups of Governmental Experts 
and two Open-Ended Working Groups 
have addressed the subject with varying 
degrees of success, yet neither state nor 
non-state actors have stopped their ma-
licious cyber activities. 
The general debate of the UNGA, 

for concerted efforts to ensure that cy-
berspace remains a peaceful domain. A 
few countries recognized the increasing 
threats from cyberattacks. Tanzania 
spoke of the heightened vulnerabili-
ty of developing nations, South Korea 

insisted that cyberspace was not a law-
less realm, and Singapore flagged the 
rising sophistication of cyber threats. 
Bangladesh urged multilateral action to 
prevent cyberspace from turning into a 
battleground, while Norway suggested 

which began in October, showed rel-
atively less attention to cyber issues, 
despite the ongoing work of the cyber 
Open-Ended Working Group, which 
continues until 2025. Most nations 
gave it a brief nod, while some didn’t 
mention it at all. Many just noted the 
adoption of the group’s annual progress 
report as a positive development.

SOME COUNTRIES WORRY  
Is cyber security’s lower profile this 

year due to waning hopes for progress? 
Or are other urgent issues taking pre-
cedence? The Non-Aligned Movement 
did highlight the ongoing issue of un-
restrained cyber hostility and called 

Open Ended Working Group (U.N. Photos)

BY PAUL MEYER

They aren’t preventing 
malicious cyber activities. 

Responsible state 
behaviour
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Cyber Tug of War at the UN

Ambassador Gafoor of Singapore, chair of the OEWG. (U.N. Photos).

it was imperative to deepen our com-
mon understanding of how internation-
al law applies.

Russia announced it will again intro-
duce a resolution to create a fair cyber 
security system under the UN, and Chi-
na reiterated its somewhat enigmatic 
call for cyberspace to be a shared com-
munity for humanity. 

Fortunately, discussions expand-
ed during the “thematic debate” held 
in the third week. Several countries 
praised the currently agreed norms for 
“responsible state behaviour”, while 
others, like Venezuela, pushed for the 
negotiation of a legally binding agree-
ment. Belgium, Croatia, and Turkiye 
supported an “inclusive and permanent 
Programme of Action (PoA)”, with Bel-
gium seeing it as the best tool to imple-
ment agreed norms.

TWO COMPETING PROPOSALS
While most delegations voiced sat-

isfaction with the progress made by 
the OEWG (Open-Ended Working 
Group), there was still concern in the 
air. The Indonesian delegate pointed 
out the tension caused by two compet-
ing proposals: Russia and China’s L.11, 
supported by 17 other countries, and 
L.60, backed by 48 countries, with its 
focus on promoting safe and responsi-
ble behavior in cyber space. 

This isn’t the first time the First 
Committee has seen such a clash be-
tween competing resolutions. Back 
in 2018, there was a similar situation 
with two groups (OEWG and GGE) 
established at the same time, but they 
managed to agree on consensus reports 
by spring 2021. The second OEWG, 
running from 2021 to 2025, didn’t have 
this kind of competition and was able to 
have member states focus on cyber se-
curity in a more united way.

Some countries were upset that the 
2021-2025 OEWG was set up in 2020 
before the first one finished, feeling 
that this was a premature action which 
excluded other options. There was a 
major debate over the PoA proposal 
for handling cyber security at the UN. 
Russia and its allies were cool on this 
idea, thinking it would overshadow the 
OEWG. The US in turn accused Rus-

sia of trying to push an “authoritarian 
agenda” through the OEWG.

Throughout this session, the whole 
issue of having two competing reso-
lutions was a big topic. The Brazilian 
delegate expressed the frustration many 
felt, saying that these conflicts could 
derail their common goal of a safe and 
open cyberspace. In the end, the voting 
on November 2nd showed clear divi-
sions: L11 got mixed reactions, while 
L60Rev1 had a lot of support. Australia, 
Canada, and New Zealand criticized the 
way L.11 was handled, while Switzer-

land, Japan, and the Philippines called it 
redundant. China said it wasn’t against 
the PoA, just against splitting their ef-
forts, and Malaysia saw both resolutions 
as helpful.

In conclusion, Brazil urged every-
one to hold off on new proposals until 
the current OEWG term ends. On a 
brighter note, a decision by Singapore, 
L.13, was adopted smoothly. But still, 
the disagreements and split opinions in 
this session don’t paint a very hopeful 
picture for the future of international 
cyber security policy at the UN. n

Paul Meyer is Adjunct Professor of Inter-
national Studies, Simon Fraser University 
and a Senior Advisor to ICT4Peace.

The voting showed 
clear divisions
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World War II was the 
largest and deadliest 
conflict in human histo-
ry, leaving an estimated 

60 to 80 million people dead, the vast 
majority of them civilian non-combat-
ants.  In addition, there were some 65 
million people who were forced from 
their homes in Europe alone and, if we 
count South Asia too, 175 million. In 
modern warfare there are always many 
more civilian non-combatants than mil-
itary fatalities, plus massive numbers of 
forcibly displaced persons and refugees. 
The costs of war are often irreparable, 
whether in terms of people, property, 
infrastructure, or environment.  The 

others consider the achievement of per-
petual peace an endeavour that will re-
quire never-ending effort at all levels of 
society.

WHAT ARE PEACEMAKING, PEACEBUILDING, 
AND PEACEKEEPING? 

The UN is the world’s peacekeeper, 
but this is only one of its approaches to 
maintaining peace and security. It also 
does conflict prevention and mediation, 
peacemaking, peace enforcement, and 
peacebuilding — all of them mutually 
reinforcing ways of addressing the root 
causes of conflict.

Peacemaking generally includes 
measures to address conflicts in prog-

United Nations was born from the ash-
es of this global tragedy in 1945, with a 
vision to “safeguard succeeding gener-
ations from the scourge of war, which 
twice in our lifetime has brought untold 
sorrow to mankind.” Through its Char-
ter, which is an international treaty, the 
es principles essential for peaceful in-
ternational relations. Despite the UN’s 
noble objectives, the journey towards 
peace has been challenging.  Indeed, 
there are some 32 wars or armed con-
flicts raging around the world now. The 
“scourge of war” has, obviously, yet to 
be safeguarded from humankind. 

While some might consider this 
proof that ending war is impossible, 

Peacemaking, Peacekeeping, 
and Peacebuilding 

The United Nations was designed to end the 

scourge of war with structures of three kinds. 

Can it?  

BY JAMES C. SIMEON

United Nations soldiers, part of United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), monitoring Eritrea-Ethiopia boundary.
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Peacemaking, Peacekeeping, 
and Peacebuilding 

ress and usually involves diplomatic ac-
tion to bring hostile parties to a negoti-
ated agreement.

The UN Secretary-General may 
exercise his or her “good offices” to 
facilitate the resolution of the conflict. 
Peacemakers may also be envoys, gov-
ernments, groups of states, regional 
organizations, or the United Nations. 
Peacemaking efforts may also be un-
dertaken by unofficial and non-govern-
mental groups, or by a prominent per-
sonality working independently.

Peacebuilding aims to reduce the risk 
relapsing into conflict by strengthening 
national capacities for conflict manage-
ment and enhancing the State’s capacity 
carry out its core functions effectively 
and legitimately. 

PEACEKEEPING IS DEFINED IN THIS WAY:
1. Consent of the parties;
2. Impartiality;
3. Non-use of force except in  self-de-
fence and defence of the mandate.

Without the consent of the conflict-
ing parties, there can be no peacekeep-
ing operations. If the peace agreement 
is breeched, the UN Peacekeepers will 
be caught in the middle of the armed 
conflict. Peacekeeping Operations are 

organs. However, functionally, these 
three Ps (peacemaking, peacekeeping, 
peacebuilding) are concentrated in the 
UN Security Council and with the UN 
Secretary-General.

PERPETUAL PEACE THROUGH THE UN? 
What are the prospects of a sustain-

able peace ever being realized under the 
current arrangements? Given past recent 
history, it seems unlikely. Another logical 
next step forward seems necessary, and 
likely inevitable if we are to end the use 
of force among States. This will require 
a global consensus and an international 
legal system beyond what was possible at 
the end of the Second World War. Oth-
erwise, we will continue to have wars and 
protracted armed conflicts, as we have 
had since the UN was established in 
1945. At what point can we truly end this 
“untold sorrow of humankind”? Only a 
new paradigm in international relations, 
supported by a global consensus and le-
gal framework, can pave the way for a 
future free from war. n

James C. Simeon is Associate Professor, 
School of Public Policy and Administration, 
York University, Toronto, Canada.  
jcsimeon@yorku.ca.

only possible when the contending 
parties will agree to either a ceasefire 
or peace terms. Otherwise, the war or 
armed conflict will continue. Clearly, 
these peacekeeping operations can be 
very dangerous.

OPERATIONALIZING PEACEMAKING, PEACE
KEEPING AND PEACEBUILDING

The UN’s Department of Peace Op-
erations leads 12 current peacekeeping 
operations in Europe, Americas, Africa, 
the Middle East, and Asia. It is support-
ed by the Department of Operational 
Support. There is also a Department 
of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs 
(DPPA) whose role is to prevent con-
flict and build sustainable peace glob-
ally. The Peacebuilding Support Office 
assist national peacebuilding efforts and 
the Peacebuilding Commission. It man-
ages the Peacebuilding Fund on behalf 
of the UN Secretary-General and works 
with UN and non-UN organizations to 
support peacebuilding efforts in rele-
vant countries. There is also an Office 
of Disarmament Affairs and an Office of 
Counter-Terrorism. 

In addition, the UN Security Coun-
cil and the UN General Assembly 
have their own has relevant subsidiary 
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Israel-Jordan Relations in the 
Wake of the Gaza War  BY ALON BEN MEIR

U.S. Secretary John Kerry speaks with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and King Abdullah II of Jordan on November 13, 2014, in Amman, Jordan, before the three 
began a trilateral meeting about ways to restore calm and deescalate tensions in Jerusalem | © U.S. Department of State, Wikimedia

Under Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu’s leadership, Isra-
el-Jordan relations have hit 
a new low. Sadly, after 30 

holy Muslim shrines (Haram al-Sharif), 
and its concerns over the limits of the 
bilateral economic relations. What has 
added significant insult to the already 
injured relationship is the tragically in-
advertent carnage and destruction being 
inflicted on the Palestinians in Gaza as a 
result of the Israel-Hamas war. 

For Jordan, the future resolution to 
the Palestinian conflict is the most con-
tentious because whatever happens to 
the Palestinians, especially in the West 
Bank, has a direct and indirect impact 
on Jordan’s security, economy, and de-
mographics due to its proximity and 

years of peace, there is deep sullenness 
and disappointment between the two 
countries. The aspiration for strategic 
partnership has fallen short, except for 
security collaboration. 

Jordan’s King Abdallah and Net-
anyahu do not see eye-to-eye on many 
issues. The King views Netanyahu as 
particularly responsible for the dete-
rioration of the relationship between 
the two countries. Of specific concern 
to Jordan is the Israeli government’s 
brutal treatment of the Palestinians in 
the West Bank, its worries about any 
change in its status as the guardian of the 

No other country has 
been so profoundly 
affected by the war 
as Jordan. Israel must 
mitigate Jordan’s concerns 
to save its critical alliance 
with its neighbor.
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Israel-Jordan Relations in the 
Wake of the Gaza War  

also because half of the population is 
of Palestinian origin. Netanyahu made 
hardly any effort to address King Abdal-
lah’s justifiable worries about the rapidly 
deteriorating security conditions in the 
West Bank. Hundreds of Palestinians 
have been killed in the West Bank, and 
there is no sign that the violence will 
abate any time soon.

TAKING JORDAN FOR GRANTED
Indeed, the absurdity here is that 

given that Jordan has been at peace with 
Israel since 1995, its proximity to Israel, 
and its mutual concerns over the region’s 
stability, the need for full cooperation 
on intelligence sharing, commercial 
ties, and national security become ever 
more critical. But then, Netanyahu has 
taken Jordan for granted when, in fact, 
Amman remained faithful to its collab-
orative efforts with Israel and continues 
to play a critical role in monitoring and 
securing the approximately 300-mile-
long border with Israel to prevent the 
smuggling of weapons and infiltration 

of 18,000 Palestinians in Gaza, mostly 
women and children, caused an unpar-
alleled stir in Jordan, damning Israel 
and demanding an immediate end to the 
hostilities. In fact, out of sympathy and 
solidarity, many Jordanian youth have 
chosen to adopt “Hamas ideology.”

The UN Jordanian delegation pre-
sented a resolution to the United Na-
tions General Assembly (UNGA) call-
ing for an “immediate, permanent, and 
sustainable humanitarian truce leading 
to a cessation of hostilities,” which 
was adopted by 120 countries. On No-
vember 1st, Jordan’s Foreign Minister 
Ayman Al-Safadi recalled Jordan’s Am-
bassador to Israel, saying that his deci-
sion was an “expression of Jordan’s re-
jection and condemnation of the raging 
war in Gaza, which is killing innocent 
people and causing an unprecedented 
human catastrophe.”

Jordan considers the forced evacu-
ation and displacement of Palestinians 
in Gaza as equivalent to a war against 
civilians that will fundamentally shake 

of terrorists into Israel proper and the 
West Bank.

The Israel-Hamas war has enormous-
ly changed the political dynamic of the 
Jordanian-Israeli relationship. Although 
Jordan expressed sympathy toward the 
Israelis for the unimaginable butchery 

that Hamas inflicted on innocent Israe-
li civilians, Israel’s invasion of Gaza and 
the horrendous destruction and death 
have enraged the Jordanians to a level 
unseen between the two countries since 
they signed a peace treaty in 1994.

More than 50 percent of the Jordani-
an population are of Palestinian origin 
and have a strong affinity to their breth-
ren wherever they reside. The death 

Out of sympathy and sol-
idarity, many Jordanian 

youth have chosen to adopt 
“Hamas ideology”

A sign of hope in Gaza | © Hosny Salah, Pixabay
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the bilateral Israeli-Jordanian relations, 
mainly because Jordan has the largest 
Palestinian refugee population of any 
other country, which makes it extraor-
dinarily sympathetic and sensitive to the 
Palestinian cause.

Of particular concern to the Jorda-
nian government is that the Netanya-
hu government is determined to deny 
the Palestinians the right to statehood, 
which will have a significant impact 
on Jordan domestically. What worries 
the Hashemite Kingdom is that some 
ministers in the current Israeli govern-
ment are resuscitating the notion that 
Jordan is Palestine by their actions in 
the West Bank. Although Netanyahu 
knows how sensitive the Jordanian gov-
ernment is about this momentous is-
sue, he has done nothing to assuage the 
Jordanians’ growing anxieties that the 
West Bank Palestinians will be entirely 
pushed into Jordan.

Amman can play a significant region-
al diplomatic role in stemming the es-
calation of the conflict, especially in the 

Israel must not ignore Jordan’s concerns 
over the violent clashes between the Is-
raeli settlers and security forces and the 
Palestinians. Recently, the increasing vi-
olence in the West Bank compelled Jor-
dan to strengthen its border security to 
prevent the escalation of violence from 
spilling over into its territory. Never-
theless, it could precipitate an influx of 
Palestinians into Jordan, which Amman 
wants to avoid. Israel must restate in an 
unmistakable tone that it respects Jor-
dan’s sovereignty, and any resolution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will be 
separate and apart from and would not 
infringe in any way on Jordan’s inde-
pendence, which Israel recognizes.

Second, Israel must commit to con-
tinuing water and gas supplies to Jor-
dan without interruption. This is criti-
cal for restoring Jordan’s confidence in 
any Israeli government, which has been 
dangerously eroding under Netanyahu. 
The “Blue and Green Prosperity” proj-
ect, financed by the UAE and signed in 
August 2023, enables the exchange of 
Israeli desalinated water for Jordanian 
solar energy. This is a significant project 
for Jordan and must be guarded and ful-
ly implemented under any circumstance.

Third, although the collaborative 
security ties and intelligence sharing 
between Jordan and Israel remain close, 
the Israeli government must ensure 
their security collaboration stays intact 
and robust. Israel must also carefully 
address Jordan’s unique security needs 
given the continuing regional tension 
and the threats of extremist militant 
groups, as well as its concerns over Ira-
nian threats, which Israel shares. Am-
man needs to feel assured that Israel has 
Jordan’s back.

CUSTODY OF HARAM ALSHARIF
Fourth, Israel must assure Jordan 

that under no circumstances would 
it seek or facilitate any change in the 
custodianship and the administrative 
responsibility of Jordan over the Mus-
lim holy shrines (Haram al-Sharif) in 
Jerusalem. From the Jordanian per-
spective, the current arrangement gives 
it a strategic basis that allows it to have 
a say in any future agreement with the 
Palestinians in connection with Jerusa-

West Bank, before it spins out of control. 
Jordan, the most stable country with 
moderate political leadership in a region 
reddened with violent conflicts, has and 
continues to serve, along with Israel, as 
the cornerstone of the US-Middle East 
security partnership, which both coun-
tries must guard with zeal.

There are several necessary measures 
that the Israeli government must take 
to alleviate and mend past and present 
Jordanian grievances and restore and 
further improve their bilateral relation-
ship, which would best serve their na-
tional interests.

First, given Jordan’s direct and indi-
rect involvement with the Palestinians, 

The Netanyahu govern-
ment is determined to deny 
the Palestinians the right 

to statehood

Haram Al-Sharif/Temple Mount in Jerusalem | © Konevi, Pixabay
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lem. Although Saudi Arabia aspires to 
assume that role, Israel should honor its 
agreement with the Hashemite King-
dom from the time Israel annexed East 
Jerusalem in 1967.

Fifth, Israel ought to strengthen its 

their differences, strengthen their stra-
tegic alliance, and find common ground 
on how to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. n

For more information on how a 
sustainable peace agreement based 
on a two-state solution can be 
reached, please refer to my essay 
in World Affairs, “The Case for an 
Israeli-Palestinian-Jordanian Con-
federation: Why Now and How?”

Dr. Alon Ben-Meir is a retired professor 
of international relations at the Center for 
Global Affairs at NYU. He teaches courses 
on international negotiation and
Middle Eastern studies. 
alon@alonben-meir.com
www.alonben-meir.com

We welcome your comments about this ar-
ticle here. Please give your post a heading 
that refers to this article’s title.

economic ties with Jordan by expanding 
the import-export of goods and ser-
vices, encouraging Israelis to invest in 
Jordan, especially in the technological 
sector, and increasing tourism once the 
Israel-Hamas war comes to an end and 
the anti-Israeli Jordanian public senti-
ment subsides.

The current Netanyahu or any fu-
ture Israeli government must stop short 
of nothing to safeguard its ties and con-
stantly improve its relations with Jor-
dan — Israel’s most important Arab ally, 
partner for peace, and its closest neigh-
bor. Since they have a strong mutual na-
tional security interest and strategic al-
liance, Israel should work hand-in-hand 
with Jordan in the search for a resolu-
tion to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
because it will directly affect Jordan’s 
national interest on every front.

To be sure, given the Israel-Hamas 
war, which makes it neither possible nor 
desirable to restore the status quo ante, 
it is now more urgent than any time 
before for Israel and Jordan to mitigate 
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The Russia-Ukraine war is 
the largest military con-
flict on the European con-
tinent since 1945. Today 

Ukraine’s battlefields resemble the grim 
trench warfare in France during WWI, 
though with drones as the “Gods of 
war” instead of artillery. And though, 

sor and the victim so clear. Russia 
still controls much of Ukraine, 
where millions of Ukrainians live 
under occupation. Under such con-
ditions, what are the possibilities of 
a  “peace for territory” a formula?

2) Is there space for nonvio-
lence in the midst of the largest 
European war since 1945? Since 
Russian tanks rolled into Ukraine, 
the world had seen massive pro-
Ukrainian demonstrations in occu-
pied areas. Nonviolent resistance 
shattered Putin’s hope to enlist co-
operation from the people, whom 
he claimed to be “saving from a 
Nazi regime”. Today, two years 
into the war, is any space left for 

unlike WWI, this is still a war between 
two states whose political and military 
leadership make the crucial decisions, 
both sides significantly depend, crucial-
ly in the case of Ukraine, on support 
from other nations and non-state actors. 
So, in a sense, this is both a regional and 
a global conflict, in which different na-
tions and political parties are stakehold-
ers. So, societies in other countries can 
influence the tragic events unfolding in 
front of our eyes. However, civil society 
and the peacebuilding community face 
these key dilemmas: 

1) Peace vs. Justice. No war is 
entirely black and white, but in few 
other cases in the modern world is 
the distinction between the aggres-

Meet a Peace Worker During 
a War: Andre Kamenshikov

Andre Kamenshikov

Eternal Flame Monument in Kiyv | © Beleckiy, Pixabay
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effective nonviolent action? And if 
so, what kind of action?

3) Is Russia doomed to be an 
adversary of the West? Twenty 
years ago, Russia, despite certain 
concerns and misunderstandings, 
was seen as becoming part of the 
Western world. It was, in fact, a 
US ally during the “war on ter-
ror”. Russians were at the table at 
NATO headquarters, and a USAF 
logistical base functioned in cen-
tral Russia, led by no one other 
than Putin himself. Yet today, his 
regime positions itself as the spear-
head for everyone in the world 
who wants to challenge the current 
global order and undermine the 
“Western world”. Is Putin’s regime 
an aberration or is Russia inher-
ently different and opposed to the 
key values of the Western world? 
Should the West build its own iron 
curtain — or is there still hope for 
constructive engagement?

4) We live in a world of fake 
transparency. We see and hear 
a lot about what is happening on 
ground; we can watch events un-
fold on our computer screens, but 
do we really understand what we 
see?  The Internet gives us access to 
a sea of information, but in the case 
of Ukraine, false narratives have 
been successful. Common miscon-
ceptions about the war in Ukraine 
are shared by well-meaning people 
who influence decision-making. 
How can we deal with them?  

These topics will be discussed 
during speaking engagements of Andre 
Kamenshikov, the Ukraine representa-
tive of US-based NGO Nonviolence 
International and the regional coordi-
nator of an international civil society 
network, the Global Partnership for 
the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GP-
PAC) in the Eastern Europe region. 

Andre is a civil society peacebuilder 
with over 31 years of experience in con-
flict areas of the ex-USSR. For 22 years 
he led a small NGO in Russia that oper-
ated in the post-Soviet conflict areas un-
til the worsening political climate forced 

mas of civil society peacebuilders in the 
current realities and ways of promoting 
a nonviolent agenda. To discuss the 
possibility of holding a meeting with 
him in your community, join his Zoom 
conversation with the members of Proj-
ect Save the World on January 4 from 
12:30 to 2:00 pm at this URL:
https://zoom.us/j/9108970203. If you 
miss that meeting, you can contact 
Andre by email here: akamenshikov@
gmail.com. n

it to close. Since 2015 he has been based 
in Kyiv, working primarily to enhance 
the capacity of civil society to contribute 
to peace and democratic development.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine in 
February 2022, Andre Kamenshikov has 
remained in Kyiv, assisting nonviolent 
resistance to Russia’s aggression and 
occupation of Ukrainian territories, and 
encouraging steps toward a just peace.

In February 2024 he will be in North 
America and is ready to speak about 
his experience in the midst of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war, regarding the dilem-
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Solar Flares, Missiles, 
and Quantum AI

© Jernej Furman, Wikimedia

In November our editor chatted with Paul Werbos, the mathematician whose work on neural 
networks is the basis of the new artificial intelligence.

What if we could predict the timing of solar flares, missile attacks and 
volcano eruptions? Maybe A.I. can help.

METTA SPENCER: Tell me about this 
new initiative of yours

PAUL WERBOS: We have a name 
— Project Amaterasu. A group of us 
get together on Friday mornings to 
discuss how to implement a concept I 
articulated. 

The goal is twofold: to demonstrate 
a radically new breakthrough in inter-

also to spacecraft and people in space. 
I said, “Okay, I’ve got a technology to 
try out. You’ve got a testbed to try it on. 
Let’s bring them together.”

SPENCER: Why study solar flares? 
WERBOS: I used to run Electric Power 

Research at the National Science Foun-
dation.  It was the Number One pro-
gram in the United States for advanced 

net and quantum technology, which I’m 
responsible for. I call it Quantum Ar-
tificial General. Intelligence — QAGI. 
Ron Turner, who works with the Air 
Force, suggested we could use a testbed 
for a problem that he was interested in 
— the prediction of solar flares. 

Solar flares are important to the se-
curity of electric powered arrays and 
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research on how to manage and protect 
electric power grids. Under earlier di-
rectors, it was responsible for the whole 
power grid system in the United States. 
They did major things and I improved 
it. One of the things we worried about 
is whether an electric power grid could 
be taken down by a solar flare. 

SPENCER: I’ve heard that one could 
knock out the power grid for the hemi-
sphere. 

WERBOS: Canada has experienced 
some very bad solar storm events in 
the past, knocking out electric power. 
There was a famous event — the Car-
rington Event. When I was when I was 
running this program, I was asked to 
look into this. A Congressman, Trent 
Franks from Texas, was put in charge 
of the Committee in the House that 
overviews all the worst threats to North 
America’s very survival. He set up a bi-
partisan meeting for about 30 people 
from around the country. In it, he said: 
‘I get all the classified information about 
anything scary that we’re not supposed 
to know about. In my first six months 
I could hardly sleep because there was 
always something new. But it’s now my 
opinion that the Number One threat 
to the survival of people in the Unit-
ed States is another Carrington event. 
Let me tell you why I’m worried about 
it and how we can prevent it. Let me 
talk about what we can do to make this 
country secure.’

That meeting was an introduction 
to me. I got information from many 
sources in my job. An article in Science

worth of damage overnight. 
In these meetings with Trent Franks, 

people came in to explain to us how an-
other Carrington Event is a threat to 
life itself in North America. 

The guy from the Air Force says, “If 
we can predict these kinds of flares, we 
can take advanced action and protect 
the power grid. But you need to know: 
Is it coming?”

That was our first goal — to pre-
dict when it’s coming. And by the way, 
if you’re an astronaut in space when it 
comes, you’re fried. And if you have as-

— a pretty credible magazine — esti-
mated a Carrington-level event should 
happen about ten percent of the time 
when we have a sunspot cycle, which 
is about every twelve years. It’s a ran-
dom distribution, but expect something 
like 25% probability that we will have 
another Carrington event in the next 
twenty years. As they added, the world 
economy has changed. We are more de-
pendent on electricity than in 1859, the 
time of the Carrington. That created a 
giant mess, but we survived. Now, the 
most conservative estimate is $2 trillion 

The Carrington Event
On September 1 and 2, 1859, two British amateur astronomers, Richard 

Carrington and Richard Hodgson independently recorded their observa-
tions of a very bright  solar flare — an intense geomagnetic storm spurting from 
the sun and colliding with the Earth’s magnetosphere, affecting the daylight 
side of the Earth.

Carrington and Hodgson published their observations side by side and ex-
hibited in the meeting of the Royal Astronomical Society. It may have been the 
largest such storm that has yet been recorded. The aurora woke people up ev-
erywhere, from the poles as far south as Mexco, Cuba, Japan, and Colombia. 
People could read newspapers by the light. 

The geomagnetic current caused telegraph systems in Europe and North 
America to fail. Pylons sparked and gave the operators shocks. Some opera-
tors disconnected their power supplies but were able to continue sending and 
receiving telegrams anyway by the power of the current.

Less severe solar geomagnetic superstorms have occurred several other 
times — especially in 1921 when one knocked out power in Quebec. A solar 
flare in 774-75 AD was even larger. A big one in 2013 narrowly missed the 
Earth. However, an event of Carrington magnitude today would cause trillions 
of dollars of damage by destroying the electric grid and the satellites on which 
billions of lives now depend. 

July 2012 Solar Storm © NASA/STEREO, WikipediaPaul Werbos © Alchetron.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrington_Event
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sets in space, they’re dissolved too. 
It’s only one of the many important 

things you can do with the new tech-
nology. But we think a new type of AI 
could predict solar flares much better 
than any of the existing technologies.

SPENCER: What variables do you take 
into account?

WERBOS: That’s actually a very prac-
tical question. We had our technical 
meetings every week. We got into the 
databases. And this guy from Project Air 
Force gave us a wonderful talk. What 
does anybody in the world know about 
predicting these flares? How good is 
it? What are the stages? By the end of 
his talk, I concluded that the best data 
is from space activities — satellites and 
telescopes where they are looking at the 
sun. They can see the sunspots. What’s 
the probability that a sunspot will sud-
denly grow up to be a flare? When will 
there be any ejection? They can see the 
sunspot bubbling. They have mathe-
matical models, but it’s hard to predict 
when we’ll get an eject.  When I look at 

ries and there are extensions of those 
that I published that will extend it to 
things like grids of arrays dynamically 
changing with time. Basically, the new 
quantum technology lets us use the new 
video prediction technology with more 
power. You need more power because 
it’s very complex. 

When you try to understand the dy-
namics of a complicated nonlinear video 
stream like an image of the sun, and you 
try to predict a model of that stuff, you 
have to train a network to minimize a 
measure of error. This is a very difficult 
mathematical problem. And with a new 
quantum technology, we can solve those 
problems a million times faster than you 
could with any classical computer. 

The usual quantum computers can’t 
do it either. You need a new generation 
of quantum computing. Find the error 
minimizer and learn how to predict the 
time series. That’s the technology we 
want to prove. 

And, by the way, that technology has 
many other uses. Pictures of the sun are 

that data, I say: My god, this is our kind 
of data! 

There are two major kinds of data. 
There is data kind of like a TV picture 
— an array of pixels. For each square 
in the image, you can see what the cur-
rent variables are, and they have a list of 
standard variables for space. It’s like a 
video record. 

And Task Number One is: How do 
you predict a video stream? 

There are new ways to sense the nu-
clear emissions and I’m excited by that 
technology — but it’s not what you can 
do this week. 

Machine learning can learn to rec-
ognize time series in general. We have 
developed universal learning systems 
that can learn to predict any time se-

Aurora Australis observed from the International Space Station during a geomagnetic storm | © Johnson Space Center, ISS Expedition 23 crew, USA, Wikipedia

Another Carrington Event 
is a threat to life itself 

in North America
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not the only things we might want to 
predict. If you look at the sky and you 
want to know whether there’s a mis-
sile coming to hit you, this technology 
can be used for that. This month, a lot 
of people are wondering how we get a 
warning of missiles. We can look in the 
sky and do pattern recognition and pre-
diction much better than we could with 
old technology. So, I’m trying to get 
that video camera learning technology 
deployed.

SPENCER: That’s the electromagnetic 
pulse — EMP, electromagnetic pulse, 
right? For 10 years. I’ve been meaning 
to get an article about that for the mag-
azine.

WERBOS:  Solar flares are only one of 
the major uses for this. There’s a na-
tional security aspect. There are nuclear 
weapons and terrorist weapons. 

SPENCER: Could you use it to predict 
volcano eruptions? There’s one in Ice-
land now that may blow up, and they 

and semiconductor people. If we got the 
right people to work for us are — and 
some of them are doing it pro bono — 
it would only take a month or two to 
demonstrate on a quantum simulator 
that this hardware has the benefits that 
we claim. And once you have that, you 
can turn it over to quantum simulators 
that exist. And my guess is, if we really 
try and use what we can do, we’re like 
three or four months away from being 
able to detect these missiles. 

SPENCER: What are they expecting to 
happen in Israel? 

WERBOS: Israel and the US have 
made a big deal. The US will send them 
the Iron Dome. On TV I could see 
the Prime Minister of India, Narendra 
Modi, this guy Netanyahu, and I could 
see Blinken, the Secretary of State, 
shaking hands. ‘Yeah, we’re going to 
send you the Iron Dome, without mon-
ey going through Congress. As soon as 
we get Congress together, we’re plan-

would like to know when.
WERBOS: Maybe. I don’t know 

enough about vulcanology to say, but 
our near goal is to predict time series 
with a graph of spatial dimensions, based 
on learning. Anything Deep Mind can 
predict (which is a lot!), this can predict 
better — but how much better? That de-
pends on the system and the data.

SPENCER: You make it sound like this 
is just a little thing that you can create in 
a couple of hours that could be up and 
running next week. But I don’t think so. 
Tell me about reality. 

WERBOS: The reality is that people 
in Israel are worried about missiles this 
week. A friend of mine from Israel talk-
ed about their fear of being hit by mis-
siles. The goal is to save lives. We’re not 
talking about attacking people. 

I’d prefer to go straight to the Unit-
ed Nations, but the United Nations is 
slow. We have had discussions between 
Project Amaterasu and Indian investors 

U.S. Army Iron Dome anti-missile system © Jim Garamone, DOD, U.S. Department of Defense
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ning to move as fast as we can get to get 
money to pay for Iron Dome, to go to 
Israel to expand their ability to resist all 
of the missiles.’

Hamas is flooding Israel with mis-
siles now. Some of my friends tell me 
that the missiles are coming from Iran. 
The existing Iron Dome system isn’t 
good enough to meet Israel’s needs. It 
can save some lives. And it’s not just Is-
rael. We need a better defense system 
to protect all the people of the world 
and, right now, Iron Dome isn’t the 
best. I know what the technology is. I 
was in touch with a ballistic missile de-
fense people when they were putting it 
together. They didn’t put together the 
second generation. And what we have 
now is many generations better than 
that. So, if we can deploy the new tech-
nology quickly it might save millions of 
lives. 

A lot of the solution is in Canada, 
which has the option to become the 
world leader in this right now. The 
Indians are angling for it, but Canada 
could actually take the lead in this tech-
nology, which has commercial applica-
tions as well as defense applications. 

I know a lot of the people who don’t 

agency for AI.”
And some of us said, “Why don’t 

we put a missile warning system into 
the new UN agency? Why don’t you 
make the technology available, open, 
and transparent to the entire world? If 
everybody has warning, everybody will 
be safer. Let’s do it that way.”

But ironically, Russia and China 
have UN representatives who are politi-
cal bureaucrats. They say, “No, the UN 
can’t have this technology. We don’t 
want people to know if we attack them.” 
I don’t think they understood that the 
technology is a monopoly owned by 
the United States and a few of its allies, 
so Russia will get less warning than it 
would as an open global system. If the 
technology is open and global, Russia 
and China would be better off but they 
wouldn’t let it happen. 

I’m hoping the people in Moscow 
and Beijing will start realizing, ‘Let’s 
look at the world as a whole. Let’s talk 
to the terrorists.’

But first we’ve got to develop the 
technology. And the best way to de-
velop the technology is to go fast. US 
India, Canada, New Zealand. Australia. 
We all have great capabilities. n

want to be quoted, but let’s just say the 
world is in a very dangerous position 
right now. It involves missiles from 
Hamas, and missiles from everybody 
who gets them from Iran. I think Iran 
has an axis with six players and every 
one of those six has access to Iranian 
missiles. 

Right now, the Houthis are also 
proudly sending missiles now from Ye-
men to Israel — flying right now, killing 
people right now. Hezbollah has prom-
ised to come in and they’re pretty seri-
ous. And then there are three others. If 
they have more missile defense, they’ll 
be able to wait a little longer. And if they 
don’t have missile defense, there will be 
missiles in all directions. Anything that 
reduces the damage done by missiles 
will be better for all of humanity. 

I went to the UN first. You were cc’d 
on some of my emails. The Secretary 
General said: “Let’s build a new UN 

The world is in a very 
dangerous position 

right now
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To Extract or Not to Extract
Reprocessing spent reactor fuel to extract plutonium is highly controversial

AGlobe and Mail article raises 
the issue of why the Canadi-
an government has provided 
tens of millions of dollars

to a New Brunswick company, Moltex, 
to “reprocess” spent fuel from CANDU 
reactors, even though the government 
has yet to decide whether to allow this 
practice.

Reprocessing spent fuel to extract 
plutonium and fabricate it into new 
reactor fuel is a longstanding nuclear 
industry dream.  But plutonium is also 
the main ingredient in nuclear weapons.  
U.S. experts have warned Canada that 
its support for spent-fuel reprocessing 
and plutonium extraction will under-
mine the global nuclear weapons non-
proliferation regime.  

A “modernized” Radioactive Waste 

reprocessing.  Government participants 
stated that a response had been to the 
letter from U.S. experts but provided 
no supporting evidence. They dismissed 
concerns about a reprocessing policy 
that has been drafted by the CANDU 
Owners Group and distributed among 
government officials, as reported in the 
Globe and Mail article.

Paul McKay’s meticulously re-
searched book, Atomic Accomplice, docu-
ments Canada’s deep involvement in plu-
tonium and nuclear weapons research.  
Canada gave India the CIRUS (Canada 
India Reactor Utility Services) reactor 
that provided the plutonium used in In-
dia’s first nuclear detonation in 1974.  

Canada exported plutonium for U.S. 
weapons production for two decades, 
and plutonium research at the govern-

and Decommissioning Policy, released in 
March 2023, says that reprocessing “is 
not presently employed in Canada, and 
so is outside the scope of this Policy.”  
This displeased civil society groups led 
by Nuclear Waste Watch, and more 
than 7,000 individual Canadians who 
had commented on the draft policy and 
had asked the federal government to in-
clude a clear ban on reprocessing in the 
final policy.  

DISMISSING CONCERNS 
On November 17, 2023, Nuclear 

Waste Watch organized a round table 
with government officials, civil society 
representatives, and U.S. and Canadian 
experts on nuclear proliferation and nu-
clear waste.  Topics discussed were poli-
cy, waste, and security matters related to 

© Dirk Rabe Wennigsen, Pixabay

BY OLE HENDRICKSON
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-moltex-canada-nuclear-waste-trudeau-letter/
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https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/fact-sheets/canadas-contribution-to-nuclear-weapons-development.cfm
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ment’s Chalk River Laboratories con-
tinues to this day.  Texas-based Fluor 
and Jacobs, who manage nuclear weap-
ons facilities in the U.S. and U.K., also 
operate the Chalk River facility in part-
nership with SNC-Lavalin (now At-
kinsRéalis) under a $10+ billion federal 
contract. Their so-called Canadian Na-
tional Energy Alliance is building a tax-
payer-funded, billion-dollar Advanced 
Nuclear Materials Research Centre to 
develop “advanced fuel fabrication con-
cepts”, including plutonium fuels.

Reprocessing has a troubled histo-
ry, with a legacy of accidents, worker 
deaths, unplanned criticality events, 
excessive worker radiation exposures, 
fires, chemical explosions, and radioac-
tive contamination of lands and waters.  
A 1996 International Atomic Energy 
Agency document, Significant incidents 
in nuclear fuel cycle facilities, reviewed 58 
accidents, 37 of which occurred in re-
processing plants.

All commercial and military repro-
cessing is done at present using the 
“PUREX” (plutonium uranium ex-
traction) process.  Dissolution of spent 
fuel in nitric acid is followed by a solvent 
extraction involving tributyl phosphate 
and kerosene, leaving highly radioactive 
fission products in a liquid form that is 
extremely difficult to manage.

CHALK RIVER ACCIDENT
A December 1950 accident at Chalk 

River killed one worker and injured 
several others when an evaporator used 
to concentrate liquid fission product 
wastes exploded.  Another reprocessing 
facility at Chalk River was shut down 
in 1954 following several leak events.  
Equipment was buried on site, spread-
ing groundwater contamination via a 
plume of fission products that is still 
discharging into a tributary of the Ot-
tawa River.

At the Hanford site in Washington, 
which produced the plutonium used in 
the Trinity test and the Fat Man bomb 
that destroyed Nagasaki, leaking tanks
of reprocessing wastes are contaminat-
ing groundwater and the nearby Co-
lumbia River. 

The worst-ever reprocessing acci-
dent occurred in 1957 at Russia’s secret 

“MOX” fuel. Most countries are aban-
doning reprocessing.  The U.K., Ger-
many, and Switzerland have ceased us-
ing MOX fuel in their power reactors.  
At present, only France and Russia ex-
tract power reactor plutonium for mili-
tary and non-military purposes, includ-
ing weapons production and fabrication 
of new power reactor fuels. 

While Japan still pursues the plu-
tonium dream, a Japan Times article
notes that its Rokkasho reprocessing 
plant “has been delayed for years amid 
an endless series of technical glitches 
resulting in huge cost overruns since 
construction began in the early 1990s.”

The Guardian reported recently 
that the US is ramping up production 
of plutonium ‘pits’ for nuclear weapons.  
Frank Von Hippel, one of the authors 
of the letter to Canadian authorities, 
is quoted as saying “Nuclear war is a 
probability thing, and it’s been 80 years, 
a lifetime, since we had one to deal with 
one.  So people have assumed the prob-
ability was close to zero, which it isn’t 
unfortunately.”

Plutonium production is an unavoid-
able result of nuclear reactor opera-
tions.  However, extracting that pluto-
nium from spent fuel makes no sense 
from an economic, environmental, or 
security perspective. n

Ole Hendrickson is a retired forest ecologist 
living in the Ottawa Valley.

If you’d like to comment about this article, 
click here. Please give your post a title 
referring to this article.

Mayak weapons production facility. A 
large tank of liquid reprocessing waste 
exploded, spreading radioactive fallout 
over hundreds of square kilometers, 
forcing the evacuation of thousands of 
people, and leaving a large area unin-
habitable. The Russian government was 
able to cover up this accident until the 
1980s. Reprocessing wastes had been 
dumped in local lakes and rivers before 
the tanks were built.

Dissolving irradiated fuel in nitric 
acid releases gaseous waste products.  
These include radioactive forms of 
krypton, xenon, hydrogen, carbon, and 
iodine. Adding reprocessing to the nu-
clear fuel chain significantly increases
total radioactive releases to the atmo-
spheric environment.  This represents 
a new health burden for workers and 
members of the public.  

A commercial reprocessing facili-
ty that operated from 1966 to 1972 in 
West Valley, New York, about 50 kilo-
meters south of Buffalo, produced over 
two million liters of liquid high-level 
waste.  It continues to be the site of 
expensive clean-up efforts, with annual 
expenditures of around $100 million 
and no estimated date for closure.  For-
mer workers are plagued by cancers and 
have been paid over $200 million in 
compensation.

COUNTRIES QUIT REPROCESSING
U.S. President Jimmy Carter banned 

reprocessing of spent fuel in 1977, and 
halted construction of a facility that 
would have allowed plutonium and 
uranium to be used in mixed oxide, or 

Chalk River Laboratories, 1945 | © National Research Council Canada, Wikipedia

https://concernedcitizens.net/2020/12/04/canada-re-enters-the-nuclear-weapons-business-with-smrs/
https://www.fluor.com/projects/canadian-nuclear-laboratories-management-operations
https://www.cnl.ca/aecl-and-cnl-break-ground-on-new-nuclear-research-facility/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://inis.iaea.org/collection/NCLCollectionStore/_Public/27/060/27060437.pdf
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/publications/reports/jointconvention/seventh-report/seventh-report-joint-convention.cfm
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Nuclear-waste/Hanford-cleanup/Leaking-tanks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyshtym_disaster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayak
https://www.osti.gov/biblio/7305419
https://www.investigativepost.org/2021/03/01/cancer-plagues-west-valley-nuke-workers/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2020/02/20/editorials/review-nations-quest-nuclear-fuel-cycle/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/nov/26/us-nuclear-arsenal-plutonium-pits
https://tosavetheworld.ca/radioactive-contamination/#comments
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COP 28’s Report Card

In 2016 almost all countries accept-
ed the so-called ‘Paris Agreement’ 
which called on them to meet 
every five years and confront their 

‘report card’ — a two-year-long ap-
praisal of their success in solving the 
climate crisis. The report is supposed 
to inform the countries’ decisions and 
bind them to a plan of action. This 
year some 70,000 people attended the 
‘Conference of Parties’ (COP 28) in 
Dubai, UAE for this ‘Global Stock-
take.” How good were the marks? Was 
the grading done fairly? Let’s review 
some of the comments in our email.

Nobody seems to be bragging of suc-
cess — except maybe the president of 
this year’s COP meeting, Sultan Ahmed 
Al Jaber, the Minister of Industry 
and Advanced Technology and UAE’s 
Special Envoy for Climate Change. 
This COP was held in a petro state 
whose leading fox hosted the guests in 
the state’s henhouse. (Al Jaber is also 

through, the final statement mentioned 
the words “fossil fuel” for the first time, 
though not to be “rapidly phased out” 
but only “transitioned away from.” 

That phraseology might be fine if 
the countries were actually reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, the chief 
proximate cause of global warming. 
However, global energy-related CO2

emissions grew again in 2022 — by 
0.9%, reaching a new high of more than 
36.8 billion tonnes. 

It is no longer possible to limit glob-
al warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The 
earth’s energy imbalance has almost 
doubled in the past decade. We were 
close to 1.5 degrees for the entire year 
2023 and climatologist Paul Beckwith 
says, “We are rapidly approaching 2.0. 
This is an emergency.” He speculates: If 
you had a life-threatening lung disease, 
would your doctor advise you to ‘transi-
tion away’ from smoking? 

Dr. Peter Carter, a physician and 

the head of an oil company.)

TABOO WORDS  
What did we expect? The words 

“fossil fuel” have always been taboo in 
a COP document. Al Jaber had been 
caught claiming that there is “no sci-
ence” behind the idea that fossil fuels 
must be phased out in order to keep 
average global temperatures from rising 
above 1.5 degrees Celsius. At previous 
meetings, the final document could 

promote the “reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions” but not the ‘rapid phas-
ing out of fossil fuel’ — the source of 
those emissions. 

That phrase, “rapid phasing out,” 
was the most contentious issue of 
this year’s meeting. In the sole break-

Conference of Parties (COP 28) in Dubai, UAE

Nobody seems to be 
bragging of success 

https://www.iea.org/reports/co2-emissions-in-2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4v3A0z3XadI&t=2103s
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director of the Climate Emergency 
Institute, said that the first way to re-
duce global warming is “obviously to 
stop the $7 trillion in fossil fuel subsi-
dies a year…. Those subsidies, by the 
way, have been going up. Imagine if 

we took away all those subsidies. The 
market would immediately swing out 
of fossil fuels to renewable energy and 
that would make an immediate impact 
on CO2 emissions. Last year for the first 
time, the IMF modeled what would 
happen if the subsidies were terminat-
ed. And it was a major, major difference 
— a huge drop in CO2 emissions and 
atmospheric CO2.” 

a “structuring of COP that takes sub-
national climate action on board; 75 
percent of C40 cities are reducing emis-
sions faster than their respective nation-
al governments.”

Azerbaijan will be host of COP 29 
from 11-22 November 2024, and Brazil 
will be COP 30 host from 10-21 No-
vember 2025. The next two years will 
be critical. At COP 29, governments 
must establish a new climate finance 
goal, reflecting the scale and urgency of 
the climate challenge. n

You can comment on this article here. 
Please give your post a title referring to 
this article.

A FUTURE FOR COAL? 
Carter worries about a particular 

clause in the COP 28 consensus state-
ment referring to coal. He noted, “It 
made it very clear that coal was not to 
be phased down or stopped. The state-
ment on coal was the strongest support 
that I can remember. That’s absolutely 
terrible.”

Some comments about COP 28 seem 
ambivalent. For example, Mark Watts is 
the managing director of C40 Cities, a 
global network of mayors of the world’s 
leading cities that are acting together to 
confront the climate crisis. 

In a blog, Watts called the reference 
to transitioning away from fossil fuels 
‘progress,’ though he added, “but it is 
not progress at anywhere near the speed 
and scale the crisis demands. This is no 
time for small, incremental steps.”

Watts was pleased by one notice-
able development in Dubai: mayors of 
cities were allowed to participate, as 
well as national delegates. C40 urges 

MASTER OF PEACE 
AND CONFLICT STUDIES
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO
Turbulent times call for people who understand systems 
of violence and conflict, and who are prepared to build 
peace with justice. The Master of Peace and Conflict Studies 
(MPACS) is a vibrant, interdisciplinary academic program 
that empowers students with knowledge and skills to 
contribute to nonviolent peacebuilding.

Be a catalyst for peace at community, institutional, and 
systemic levels. This course-based professional degree 
program connects theory, analysis, reflection, and practice 
while focusing on civil society and community-led change.

Be part of a community-centered learning environment while 
benefiting from the reputation and resources of the University 
of Waterloo, one of Canada’s premier universities.

APPLY TODAY  |  UWATERLOO.CA/MPACS

This is no time for small, 
incremental steps

It was made very clear 
that coal was not to be 

phased down or stopped. 
That’s absolutely terrible.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4v3A0z3XadI&t=2103s
https://www.c40.org/news/the-end-of-the-fossil-fuel-era-is-in-sight/
https://tosavetheworld.ca/global-warming-2/#comments
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Fewer than 12,000 people in-
habit Tuvalu’s ten square miles 
— three low-lying reef islands 
and six atolls that lie half-way 

between Hawaii and Australia. It is the 
state with the second-smallest popu-
lation (just a little more populous than 
the Vatican) and receives the smallest 
number of visitors. Only a few thousand 
arrive each year, always on a small Fiji-
an plane. But lately the country’s only 
landing strip has been closed for repairs, 

The first reclamation project, which 
New Zealand financed, was complet-
ed in 2018. The second, funded by the 
Green Climate Fund, was finished only 
in October. 

A lot more projects are needed, Fale-
fou realizes.

“Within the century,” he said. “most 
of the low-lying atolls may still be in ex-
istence but may not be inhabitable.”

THE FIRST DIGITAL NATION
We discussed two recent proposals 

— one to create the world’s first “digital 
nation,” and the other an offer from Aus-
tralia to accept Tuvaluan immigrants. 

Indeed, Tuvalu is preparing for its 
worst scenario, where its people will 
be scattered around the world.  So, 
there are plans to migrate the coun-
try’s government to the metaverse and 
keep it functioning as a state, no matter 
where its people are physically located. 
If worse comes to worst and they have 
to scatter, Tuvaluans also intend to dig-
itize, catalog, and preserve their cultural 
heritage.

Recently Australia has offered spe-
cial treatment to Tuvaluans who want 
to live and work in their country. There 
is now a treaty providing a ‘climate mo-
bility pathway” for people from Tuvalu 
and four or five other Pacific countries 
who want to immigrate. Also, Australia 
will provide support to Tuvalu in terms 
of security. 

I speculated that perhaps Canada 
would give some of its abundant terri-
tory to Tuvalu so they could immigrate 
together and re-establish their country 
on an Arctic island. The ambassador did 
not show much interest. He mentioned 
wistfully the possibility of a floating is-
land. But he’d be even more grateful for 
some money for dredging and elevating. 
Shall we help pile up sand on Tuvalu? 

To watch the whole video: https://
tosavetheworld.ca/episode-579-the-fu-
ture-of-tuvalu. n

for salt water, somehow seeping up from 
the soil, is making the tarmac unsafe.

This is a minor aspect of Tuvalu’s big-
gest threat:  climate change. As Ambassa-
dor Falefou noted, his country’s highest 
point is only three or five meters above 
the sea level, which makes it extremely 
vulnerable to the impacts of sea level rise. 
Beginning in about 1992 at the Rio Con-
vention, Tuvaluans began to realize the 
scope of their future predicament.

Falefou has first-hand familiarity 
with the changing climate. Even when 
he was a child, there were strong winds 
or even cyclones between October to 
March, but now these are more fre-
quent and are matched by droughts, 
which are new. In February or March 
they used to experience what they called 
“king tides.”  Now they happen every 
year, at the same time as a cyclone, so 
the waves overlap into the island. 

FOOD INSECURITY
The land is saturating with sea water, 

which affects Tuvaluan crops. Falefou 
said that their staple foods are pulaka 
(also called “swamp taro”) and bread-
fruit. These crops can no longer be 
grown abundantly. 

“We only have the ocean and the 
fish,“ said Falefou, “and only enough 
food for our own consumption. So, 
we are not exporting any agricultural 
products. We import all our foods from 
overseas.”

But Falefou refuses to be pessimistic. 
“We hope for the best and are pre-

paring for the worst. The worst scenar-
io is inundation, which would make the 
island uninhabitable. But we are hopeful 
that major emitters will stop emitting 
greenhouse gas and work on mitigation. 

“We’ve already had two projects. 
We have a big deposit of sand in the 
lagoon. So, we just need to dredge the 
sand. There are two reclamation proj-
ects that we have completed. We just 
got the sand from the lagoon.”

To Pile Sand 
on Tuvalu
A visit with Tapugao 
Falefou by Metta Spencer

Ambassador Tapugao Falefou

DIALOGUE DIGEST

Ambassador Tapugao 
Falefou, who represents 
his homeland Tuvalu at 
the United Nations, spoke 
with Metta Spencer on 
December 23 about the 
uncertain future of his 
small, scenic country.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reef
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atoll
https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-579-the-future-of-tuvalu/
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ment — the French, the English, and 
the Federal. So, they put it into a uni-
tary form.”

“Then lawyers and teachers became 
concerned that their heritage from the 
British — the English system of educa-
tion and the common law legal system 
— would be swallowed up by the civ-
il law system. That’s how the conflict 
started.

“They cared about the rule of law 
— the protection of the rights of an 
individual; the principles of habeas 
corpus and the presumption of inno-
cence. These are the things which in-
carnate the protection of the of the 
rights of man.”

Since 2017 this dispute has been in-
volved what Dr. Itoe calls atrocities. The 
displaced persons and refugees live a 
precarious existence, frequently experi-
encing arbitrary arrest or gender-based 
violence. “We’re talking about rape. 
We’re talking about sexual violence, 
about forced marriages. More than 90 
percent of the victims are women.”

Dr. Itoe heads a humanitarian orga-
nization for refugees. He clearly hoped 
I’d know how to help him. I mentioned 
that Canada had offered to mediate, 
but that was declined. I could not en-
courage his hopes that our audience will 
help much.

But he wants to raise awareness in 
Canada about Cameroon. I will try but 
I think that ultimately Cameroonians 
must find their own path. “How about 
doing a Truth and Reconciliation pro-
cess?” I suggested.   

“That is for politicians to do during 

Cameroon’s civil war has 
caused the internal displace-
ment of over 700,000 persons 
and 6,000 deaths since it be-

gan in 2017. Three conflicts are going 
on, the largest of which is a separatist 
demand by many of the English-speak-
ers. Halfway through 2023, only 19.2 
per cent of the required funds for the 
humanitarian response in Cameroon 
had been received. Dr. Itoe described 
the suffering that results.

“Cameroon is made up of ten re-
gions,” he explained. “Eight of the re-
gions are French-speaking and two are 
English speaking.” Of the 30 million 
Cameroonians, he belongs to the 20 
percent who speak English. Some of 
those are demanding secession and the 
creation of a new state called Ambazo-
nia. Dr. Itoe himself does not favor inde-
pendence but is seeking support abroad. 

“It should be a decision taken by the 
majority of the population,’ he said. “As 
I say, we have to sit under the baobab 
tree. In Africa, when there is a dispute 
within a family, we will hold a meeting 
under a baobab tree. We express grudg-
es. We look for a way forward. We 
come out with compromises, and we 
embrace ourselves.”

But this current conflict is harder. 
Cameroon had been a German colo-
ny, but after World War II the UN 
divided it as trust territories for France 
and Britain to administer. In 1960 the 
French-speaking part became inde-
pendent and in 1961 the two sections 
formed a federation, managed from the 
capital, Yaounde.

However, in 1972 the federation was 
abandoned in favor of a unitary govern-
ment. Though that was done constitu-
tionally, the English-speakers had not 
foreseen the consequences. 

Instead, as Dr. Itoe explained, “The 
argument was that the federal structure 
was very heavy, that there were not 
enough resources to run three govern-

Under the 
Baobab Tree
A visit with Justice 
Mukete Tahle Itoe by 
Metta Spencer

Justice Mukete Tahle Itoe

DIALOGUE DIGEST

Justice Mukete Tahle Itoe 
is a Judge in Cameroon. 
He holds a PhD in Inter-
national law from Selinus 
University in Italy and spe-
cializes in refugee and mi-
gration law. Justice Mukete 
coordinates the activities 
of the Refugee Welfare 
Association of Cameroon 
(REWAC), website: www.
rewac.org, a humanitarian 
organization that defends 
vulnerable migrants. On 
December 22, 2023, he and 
Metta Spencer discussed 
the civil war in Cameroon.

In Africa, when there is 
a dispute within a fami-
ly, we will hold a meeting 

under a baobab tree

https://rewac.org/
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the final decision-making process to re-
solve the crisis,” he replied softly. “I am 
here as a humanitarian actor to expose 
the atrocities, expose the breach of in-
ternational law and humanitarian law 
and attract support from international 
development agencies, the EU, and civ-
il society. That is why I am here — not 
about holding a series of talks under the 
baobab tree.” 

“You are right, of course,” I said. 
“And wish I could think of a solution 
that would meet your requests. I can’t. 
But I think that ultimately you’ll find 
the solution there — under your bao-
bab tree.” n

Baobab tree avenue | © Pasleim, Wikimedia

Friends, if you have a prom-
ising suggestion, please post it 
in the comments column af-
ter watching the episode here: 
ht tps : / / tosavethewor ld .ca/
episode-578-the-trouble-in-
cameroon/.

HOW TO USE OUR OPEN FORUM

Go to https://tosavetheworld.ca and click on the scroll bar listing videos or on “Discuss the 
threats” in the menu bar to pick a topic. Or click on the link at the end of a magazine article.

Peace Magazine and Project Save the 
World are “open forums” — places where 
expert discussions of life-threatening global 
Issues are made freely accessible. We now 
send digital copies of the magazine without 
charge to organizations around the world 
that address six major threats to humankind. 
Our website contains a page for each 
threat. There you can share well-reasoned, evidence-
based knowledge, including responses to Peace 
Magazine articles and our video forums. Whether or 

not we editors agree with your analysis, we 
invite your informed, relevant discussion. 
Feel free to ask questions or challenge other 
posts — in a civil, constructive way. Our 
moderators watch the website and remove 
inappropriate posts, including advertising, 
vulgarity, promotion of political candidates, 
parties, or campaigns, appeals for 

endorsements, and personal rudeness. But your civil 
society organization is welcome to notify others about 
your upcoming activities on our events column. 

Project
Save the 
World

https://tosavetheworld.ca
https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-578-the-trouble-in-cameroon/
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https://tosavetheworld.ca
This is a free online meeting place for you if you’re saving the world from a disaster in:

War and Weapons • Global Warming • Famine • Pandemics • Radioactive Risks • 
Cyber Risks • Economics • Governance • Civil Society

Watch the informative videos and audio podcasts. Post your ideas or reply to others on a comment column. 
Publicize future activities on the event calendar.

GLOBAL
TOWN HALL

On the last Sunday of every month 
(except December 31), 

Project Save the World
welcomes you to a Zoom 
discussion with activists 

around the world. 

2:00–4:00 pm 
Eastern time 

https://zoom.us/j/9108970203

We edit the recording and 
post it later where you can 
discuss it on our website:

https://tosavetheworld.ca.

Volunteer for 
Project Save the World

If you have some spare time and hidden talent, perhaps 
you’d like to join us in saving the world by volunteering 
for one of these tasks. Occasionally we need help with 
some chores: 

•Edit forum transcripts

•Post comments or replies on website or YouTube

•Forward forum posters to 50 of your friends.

•Edit videos (if you know Filmora well)

•Post video links to social media

•Design posters, cartoons or photos

•Update our website (if you know WordPress well)

If interested, email us here:

project@tosavetheworld.ca.

https://tosavetheworld.ca
https://tosavetheworld.ca
https://zoom.us/j/9108970203
mailto:project@tosavetheworld.ca
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Number Go Up: 
Inside Crypto’s Wild 
and Staggering Fall 
By Zeke Faux; Currency, New 
York, 2023, 280 pages

Zeke Faux, an award-win-
ning journalist for Bloom-
berg News, through two 
years of research has written a 
compelling tome on a $3 trillion financial 
delusion, the complex web of cryptocur-
rency. Since its inception It has facilitat-
ed illicit drug dealing, sanctions busting, 
blackmail, enslavement, ransomware at-
tacks, dictatorships and human traffick-
ing. And the panic to buy into this get-
rich-quick scam has resulted in massive 
losses to people all over the world. 

What is so compelling about Number 
Go Up, is the worldwide sweep of Faux’s 
investigations, which climaxed in a vis-
it to a vast compound of derelict office 
towers in Cambodia. Faux undertook 
brave and unusual investigative efforts 
such as acquiring his own Non-Fun-
gible Token. (Faux’s NFT was a glum 
Mutant Ape image.) 

Faux endured a “convoluted and 
horrifying ordeal”, to purchase it “for 
more than $20,000 in cryptocurrency” 
to obtain an NFT. He named it Dr. 
Scum and “imagined he was a private 
detective who gained superintelligence 
from smoking weed.” 

The critical point in Faux’s investi-
gations came through a criminal case 
against seven American and Russian 
money launderers. U.S. prosecutors 
accused a crypto exchange of “orches-
trating a vast scheme that included, 
among other things, stealing US mili-
tary technology. 

Faux learned from Transparency 
International (a respected organization 
dedicated to fighting global corruption) 
of how crypto exchanges in Moscow 

to increase productivity, murder, as-
saults, starvation and being “sold from 
one compound to another.” 

After speaking with victims Faux 
journeyed to a vast compound of der-
elict office towers in Sihanoukville, 
Cambodia, known as Chinatown. In 
Cambodia he met with Richard Jan, a 
veteran Taiwan police officer who res-
cued enslaved scammers. However, he 
told Faux that despite the rescues the 
corrupt Cambodian police would never 
arrest any of the gangsters who enslaved 
the scammers. 

Jan said that “crypto was making his 
work more difficult” since, unlike banks, 
crypto exchanges would not collect in-
formation of their customers. His suc-
cess came from complicated sting oper-
ations where he posed as a businessman. 
In 2022 alone such police investigations 
were able to free 400 victims of human 
enslavement in Cambodia.

In his travels through Cambodia, 
Faux was guided by human rights activ-
ists associated with the dissenting news-
paper, Voice of Democracy. It was subse-
quently closed down by the country’s 
brutal dictator, Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

What is most troubling in Number 
Go Up is its conclusion that the appall-
ing slavery, crime, and money launder-
ing are simply the tip of the iceberg. 

The book convinced me that the real 
reason the communist dictatorship, the 
People’s Republic of China, is so upset 
with the Republic of China — known as 
Taiwan — is its democratic nature. The 
island’s freedom makes it a threat to 
gangsters and human traffickers allied 
to mainland China’s ruling elite, and 
their allies in other dictatorships such as 
Myanmar, Cambodia, and Russia. n

Reviewed by John Bacher, an activist in 
St. Catharines, Ontario.

We welcome your comments about this 
review here. Please give your comment a 
title referring to this review.

would accept coins 
from “users with flim-
sy ID checks, and in 
exchange, have a cou-
rier in London hand 
off stacks of cash.” The 
money was allegedly 
used for bribery to ob-
tain U.S. military hard-
ware in defiance of sanc-
tions and export controls. 

Faux was initially 
skeptical of how the “vast 

sums”, needed to infiltrate the U.S. 
military could be acquired. Then his 
phone “buzzed with a message” from a 
beautiful woman he had never met, who 
ended up giving him “the clue I didn’t 
know I needed.” 

The mysterious woman was Vicky 
Ho, a scammer who pretended to de-
velop a romantic relationship with the 
author. While Faux did not fall for 
Ho’s charms, her allure alerted him 
to new stories — which revealed that 
many “people were using huge sums of 
money” through fake romance schemes 
(called “pig butchering.”) This caused 
Faux to discover the Global Anti-Scam 
Organization which aided victims of 
such crypto crimes. His guide was a for-
mer victim, Jason Black, who operates 
from an Ontario basement. 

PIGBUTCHERING GANGSTERS
Black guided Faux to a world where 

pig-butchering scams were “orchestrat-
ed by gangsters based in Cambodia or 
Myanmar.” The gangsters lured “young 
men and women from across South-
east Asia to move with the promise of 
well-paying jobs in customer service or 
online gambling. Then, when workers 
arrived, they’d be “held captive and 
forced to work on online scams.” 

Faux met with people who were able 
to escape from scamming slavery by 
foreign police interventions or ransom 
payments by relatives. They described 
forced injection of methamphetamine 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/12/13/two-americans-and-five-russians-charged-with-running-a-smuggling-network-to-obtain-military-technology-and-ammunition-for-russia.html
https://www.globalantiscam.org/
https://tosavetheworld.ca/economics/
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Etkind, himself a Russian exile, 
who taught at an institution funded by 
George Soros there until it was forced 
to move, first to Hungary, and later to 
Austria, deplores especially how many 
of the powerful in Russia believe that 
climate change would benefit their na-
tion. Such delusional assumptions based 
on junk science distort how climate 
change is hammering Russia. In 2021, 
Etkind shows, “almost twenty million 
hectares of Siberian forest were de-
stroyed in wildfires.”  

Permafrost, which has been steadily 
melting since 1991, makes Russia pe-
culiarly vulnerable to anthropogenic 
climate change. Only in Russia, Etkind 
say, do “major cities such as Yakutsk 
and Norilsk sit on melting permafrost” 
which release enormous amounts of 
methane and accelerate global warming.  

One of the most odious conse-
quences of Putin’s export of climate 
change-denying populism sees is in his 
export to the United States of his for-
mer economic advisor, Andrei Illari-
onov. A hero to American libertarians, 
Illarionov penned some of the most 
vicious attacks against international ac-
tion to counter human-induced climate 
change. He termed the Kyoto Protocol 
“a treaty of death”, akin to “the Gulag 
and Auschwitz.” Such rhetoric won Il-
larionov a post with the Republican 
Party think tank, the CATO Institute, 
where he portrayed the attack on the 
US Capital by Trump supporters as a 
“trap” set by police.  

NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE
I found the most precious parts of 

“Russia Against Modernity” to be pas-
sages where he describes heroic nonvi-
olent resistance to Putin’s petrophilia 
within Russia. One such sadly obscure 

The Kremlin, 
Elkind contends, 
is “demonstrat-
ing an unexpected 
force and creativ-
ity” in its war on 
Gaia-modernity (a 
term taken from the 
concept of life as a 
self-regulating force). 
It is using techniques 
ranging from “climate 
denialism to electoral 
interference to war.”  
Through “spreading 
corruption, boosting 

inequality and homophobia” and “sub-
sidizing far-right movements”, Putin’s 
clique connives to forge a world safe for 
the world’s petro-dictators. 

Etkind situates the timing of the 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine (as op-
posed to earlier attempts to annex 
Crimea and stimulate separatism in 
Donbas), as created by a decision by the 
European Union (EU) (the purchaser 
of most of Russia’s oil and gas), to get 
serious in combatting climate change. 
In the past, Russian ‘oiligarchs’ found 
comfort in their “hopes of cheating 
the planet” through the EU Emissions 
Trading Scheme in 2009. They found 
no such loopholes in the more serious 
EU Transborder Carbon Tax, legislat-
ed in 2021.  

RUSSIA KEEPS DENYING CLIMATE CHANGE
Planned for full implementation 

in 2026, the Carbon Tax was an omi-
nous writing on the wall for the Russian 
oiligarchs. Etkind believes that “The ef-
fect on Russian exports would be equiv-
alent to an additional customs charge 
of 16 percent.” The move announced 
in April 2021 was part of a decision by 
the EU to reduce its emissions by half 
in 2030 and to zero by 2050. It was de-
nounced by Putin as “hysteria” at a time 
when “Russian war preparations were in 
full swing.”  

Russia Against 
Modernity 
By Alexander Etkind; 
Polity Press, 2023. 
166 pages

Alexander Etkind’s mag-
nificent polemic Russia 
Against Modernity is part of 
a sadly thin body of liter-
ature which exposes the 
toxic combination of na-
tional oil wealth, war, and 
dictatorship.  These books include 
Leif Wenar’s Blood Oil, published by 
Oxford University Press, in 2015, and 
my own Petrotyranny (Dundurn Press 
and Science for Peace, 2000).

In his account of what he properly 
calls the Russo-Ukrainian War (2014-),
Etkind, a professor with the Central 
European University in Vienna, exposes 
the consequences of ignoring prophetic 
warnings of others of the curse of fossil 
fuel dependency and the dictatorships 
they spawn. What Etkind calls “mo-
dernity” is quite specific to the central 
issue of our times. Termed “Gaia-mo-
dernity”, it is moving towards a world 
marked by “sorted garbage, clean water 
and a peaceful community of nations.”   

Etkind views the Russo-Ukrainian 
War as a last-ditch desperate effort by 
what he terms “oiligarchs” to stop what 
they view as an “existential threat” — 
Gaia-modernity. If achieved, modernity 
would “damage the oil and gas trade, 
depriving Russia of its main source of 
income.”

Etkind sees the oiligarchs’ fascina-
tion with gigantic yachts as an effort to 
escape their homeland’s terrible pollu-
tion for “foreign seas, which are safer 
and cleaner.”  Such rich oil barons also 
invest “in the same institutions abroad” 
that they neglect and even destroy at 
home, “the legal system, universities, 
parks, and hospitals.”

Climate change is 
hammering Russia
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hero is Sergei Kechimov, a Khanty 
Reindeer herder and shaman. He at-
tempted to defend Lake Numto from 
Petro-degradation. In 2017 Kechimov 
was beaten by Russian oil workers. An-
other heroic shaman, a Yakut, Alexan-
der Gabyshev, began a protest march to 
Moscow but was arrested and subjected 
to forcible psychiatric treatment.  

Another ignored protest movement 
in Russia chronicled in Russia Against 
Modernity is directed in the Arkhangelsk 
region for waste reduction in 2018 to 
2020. What would have been Europe’s 
largest garbage dump was planned to be 
constructed in a forest prized for ber-
ry-picking and hunting. Massive protests 
blocked rail lines with tents. Etkind sees 
it as “the biggest victory of the Green 
movement in contemporary Russia.”  

Etkind’s attention to democratizing 
eco-justice protests is part of his hopeful 
view that, despite Putin’s tyranny, dem-
ocratic change within Russia is possible. 
Explaining Putinism in terms of the dis-
tant past, he says “obscures the specific 
origins of the regime and absolves it of 

its crimes. Individuals and institutions, 
rather than national tradition, were to 
blame for suppressing rallies, stealing 
trillions, and launching the war.”  

For all the criminals boosting Pu-
tin’s tyranny, Etkind brings attention to 

unknown nurturers of Gaia-modernity, 
which is growing in Russia, albeit at a 
slower pace than the free world. One of 
these was Galina Starovoitova, an eth-
nographer who Etkind believes “was 
the most successful female politician in 
post-Soviet Russia”. Tragically she was 
murdered by “a political assassin.”  He 
sees the most determined opposition to 
Putinism as coming from female cham-
pions of democracy. They reject the 
ideology of “petromacho”, plagued by 
“domestic violence, male chauvinism 
and homophobia.” n

Reviewed by John Bacher.

We welcome your comments about this 
review here. Please give your comment a 
title referring to this review.

Russian Oligarch’s yacht | © Wikimedia

Putinism’s opposition will 
come from female 

champions of democracy

https://tosavetheworld.ca/governance/#comments
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Keep Hope Alive
Essays for a War-
Free World 
By Douglas Roche; Khalid Yaqub. 
2023, 182 pp. $16.99

“Keep Hope Alive: Essays 
for a War-Free World” is a 
thought-provoking collec-
tion of essays by Douglas 
Roche, a distinguished 
Canadian diplomat, par-
liamentarian, and former Ambassador 
for Disarmament. Roche’s profound 
insights, combined with his accessible 
writing style, make this book a compel-
ling read for both seasoned experts and 
everyday readers. Roche skillfully dis-
sects critical global issues while offering 
concrete solutions that inspire hope for 
a more peaceful world.

The essays shed light on the chal-
lenges facing the United Nations, 
especially in the context of financial 
constraints that have hindered the or-
ganization’s progress toward achiev-
ing the UN Millennium Development 
Goals. Roche meticulously examines 
the impact of regional military alliances, 
such as NATO, on diverting funds from 
sustainable initiatives like climate action 
and poverty eradication. The book un-
derscores the urgent need to reallocate 
resources toward goals that benefit hu-
manity as a whole.

A significant highlight is Roche’s 
exploration of the Treaty on the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), 
a landmark agreement signed by the 
majority of nations. The TPNW aims 

da’s adherence to traditional patriarchal 
norms despite advocating for increased 
female participation in international af-
fairs. This perspective adds a crucial di-
mension to the discussion, highlighting 
the need for a more inclusive and diverse 
approach to global decision-making.

In the face of these challenges, 
Roche remains optimistic, outlining 
tangible measures that are currently be-
ing implemented and suggesting ways 
to enhance global security. The book 
emphasizes a renewed focus on UN 
millennium goals addressing hunger 
and climate initiatives as key compo-
nents of a comprehensive strategy for a 
better world.

In conclusion, “Keep Hope Alive” not 
only identifies the obstacles hindering 
global progress but also provides a clear 
roadmap for a brighter future. Roche’s 
essays serve as a beacon of optimism in 
a world grappling with complex and ur-
gent issues, offering readers a thought-
ful and actionable perspective on build-
ing a war-free world. n

Reviewed by Susan McClelland, a Canadi-
an writer and film producer living in UK.

We welcome your comments about this 
review here. Please give your comment a 
title referring to this review.

to eliminate the 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
testing, produc-
tion, acquisition, 
possession, stock-
piling, use, or 
threat of use of 
nuclear weapons, 
marking a crucial 
step toward a world 
free from these 
destructive arms. 
Roche’s advocacy for 
disarmament reflects 
a commitment to 
global security and 

a future without the looming threat of 
nuclear warfare.

The author critically examines Can-
ada’s foreign policy, emphasizing its 
historical reliance on two pillars: rela-
tions with the United States and global 
participation through the UN. While 
the Trudeau government initially re-
ceived praise for its commitment to 
strengthening Canada’s global role, 
Roche’s essays reveal areas where the 
nation has fallen short, particularly in 
terms of climate responsibilities and 
strict adherence to NATO agreements. 
He contends that Canada’s continued 
allegiance to NATO and other outdat-
ed military alliances poses a threat to 
global security and undermines disar-
mament efforts.

Despite Canada’s substantial invest-
ment in NATO, allocating 1.29 percent 
of its GDP (approximately $29 million 
in 2023) with plans to spend $553 bil-
lion over the next two decades, the 
country falls short of the alliance’s 2 
percent GDP commitment. This finan-
cial commitment coincides with cuts to 
development programs, echoing a con-
cerning trend observed in other nations 
and compromising the success of UN 
Development Goals.

Roche also addresses the issue of 
gender representation on the global 
stage, expressing concern about Cana-

Reallocate resources 
toward goals that benefit 

humanity as a whole

NATO headquarters in Brussels | © Wikimedia

https://tosavetheworld.ca/war-and-weapons/#comment
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Fighting Better: 
Constructive Con-
fl icts in America 
By Louis Kriesberg; New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2023

Louis Kriesberg’s latest 
contribution, Fighting Bet-
ter: Constructive Conflicts in 
America, summarizes much 
of his wisdom at the age of 
97. His classic volume, The 
Sociology of Social Conflicts, was published 
fifty years ago, and in 2022, he pub-
lished the sixth edition of Constructive 
Conflicts: From Emergence to Transforma-
tion, Sixth Edition” (Rowman and Little-
field Publishers, 2022). 

This revered elder has published or 
co-edited 24 books (counting new edi-
tions) and more than 160 book chapters 
and articles. He was the founding direc-
tor of the Program of the Analysis and 
Resolution of Conflicts (1986–1994) and 
has served in many other leadership po-
sitions and taught and mentored count-
less peace and conflict analysis scholars.

After a must-read summary of his 
core ideas about conflict, Kriesberg or-
ganizes his core theme of making con-
flicts constructive by exploring how they 
are precipitated primarily by inequality 
and can be made more constructive by 
advancing equality. He manages the 
discussion analytically and chronolog-
ically by analyzing conflicts emerging 
from disparities in the primary dimen-
sions of all human societies: class, status, 
and power. 

Thus, the secret of how to fight 
better is if “the conflicts did or did not 
advance equity between contenders in 
different rankings in class, status, and 
power” (p. 1).

This book examines primary con-
flicts in American life as examples of 
how conflicts become constructive or 

creases the intensity of fights and their 
linkages with identities (p. 8);

7. Conflicts are constantly in flux as 
contexts and internal relations are usu-
ally in flux.

Conflicts move through stages from 
latent to emerging, escalating, de-es-
calating, and finally, settling.  All that 
conflict theory does not just emerge ex 
nihilo from a professor’s brain but from 
a careful analysis of actual struggles. His 
focus is on American disputes over 75 
years, although I am sure that decades 
of researching conflicts worldwide in-
form it. They are all primarily disputes 
about inequalities, but they do not ne-
cessitate zero-sum outcomes and could 
result in mutual gains.

Chapter two provides a rich analysis 
of disputes between people with un-
equal income or wealth fighting about 
taxes or poverty reduction, on the one 
hand, and employee-employer rela-
tions and union rights, on the other. 
The post-war forties saw an escalation 
of strikes, and then the War on Pover-
ty emerged out of the economic boom. 
Increasing attention to the gap between 
an increasingly affluent mainstream and 
what Michael Harrington called The 
Other America, captured the attention of 
President John F. Kennedy and, follow-
ing his assassination, Lyndon Johnson.

In the 1960s, conflicts about unions 
and poverty reduction became inter-
twined with opposition to the Vietnam 
War (which drained resources from the 
anti-poverty war) and the civil rights, 
women’s, and countercultural move-
ments. Those conflicts were often 
constructive and led to mutual benefits 
but also to backlashes, such as Ronald 
Reagan’s presidency and intensified de-
bates over government efforts to reduce 
inequality.

The late 1970s saw a substantial in-
crease in income and wealth inequality, 
precipitating health, social, and political 
problems. Technological changes and 
globalization tended to increase the 

d e s t r u c t i v e . 
American con-
flicts in 1945 
– 1969 were pri-
marily class-re-
lated, which in-
creased with a 
new wave of con-
flicts from 1970 
to 1992 and a final 
wave precipitated 
by hyperclass in-
equality, from 1993 
to 2022. Kriesberg 
explores efforts to 
reduce African Ame-

rican inequalities (1945-1969), follo-
wed by advances and backlashes from 
1970 to 1922. Conflicts around gender 
and other collective identities emerged 
from 1945 to 2022; he observes shifts 
in political power equality from 1765 to 
the present, then highlights recent con-
flicts as they relate to changes in power 
inequality.

The seven interrelated core ideas 
in the constructive conflict approach 
Kriesberg has championed for decades 
are of particular significance.

1. Conflicts are carried out in con-
texts that are generally institutionalized 
and considered legitimate;

2. Noncoercive inducements are an 
essential aspect of conflicts, not just 
negative sanctions or coercion, even if 
nonviolent;

3. Conflict parties are heteroge-
neous, with multiple perspectives with-
in each side;

4. Views of the conflict are social-
ly constructed; when adversaries con-
sider solid evidence about everyone’s 
concerns and strengths, constructive 
changes are more likely;

5. Constructive conflict approaches 
require understanding the adversary’s 
underlying interests, which increases 
mutual gains;

6. Conflicts are “interconnected 
over time and social space,” which in-

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/fighting-better-9780197674796?cc=us&lang=en&
http://ndl.ethernet.edu.et/bitstream/123456789/54664/1/27.LOUIS%20KRIESBERG.pdf
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incomes of the top 1 percent and de-
crease them at the bottom. The Reagan 
administration made deep reductions 
in government and welfare programs; 
they cut “taxes on high-income individ-
uals and corporations, cut welfare ben-
efits, and weakened trade unions” (p. 
38). The rise of conservative radio talk 
shows and Internet-based social media 
changed the political environment and 
the country’s polarization led to the “ex-
treme societal divisions and splintering 
that erupted in 2021 (p. 46).

Inequality breeds inequality, with the 
extremely wealthy getting more money 
and the very poor living precariously. 
Chapter Four takes up this problem and 
its accompanying conflicts, as well as the 
lack of mobility between classes and the 
role of nongovernmental actors. During 
Donald J. Trump’s presidency, inequal-
ity reached new heights, as did political 
antagonisms and destructive conflicts.

The paucity of chances for upward 
mobility in the US is explained in part 
by education and race. Higher-income 
parents provide better educational op-
portunities, increasing opportunities for 
the next generation. The Clinton, Bush, 
and Obama administrations were essen-
tial arenas for institutionalized conflict, 
but less institutionalized spaces were 
also arenas for significant clashes, with 
the rise of nongovernmental struggles 
between 1993 and 2017. Most notable 
were the 1999 protests in Seattle, Oc-
cupy Wall Street in 2011, and a con-
structive transformation of labor-man-
agement conflicts in the automobile 
industry in the face of the 1979-1982 
economic recession and the collapse in 
US auto sales in 2006-2009, facilitating 
a resurgence of the industry.

Finally, Donald Trump’s rhetoric 
and actions regarding class inequality 
often contradicted each other; he cam-
paigned on working-class grievances 
and used left-wing populist rhetoric 
but pursued policies that blended right-
wing nationalism, conservatism, and 
ethnic prejudices. Met with widespread 
opposition among movements and lo-
cal governments, he doubled down on 
his rhetoric, blaming immigrants and 
others to deflect criticism and finally 
refusing to accept the outcome of the 

how to fight better so that equality can 
be advanced despite the deterioration of 
democracy. To do so, he returns to the 
seven core ideas above, especially con-
sidering four major challenges: global 
warming, recovery from the pandemic, 
changing global contexts, and threats to 
the democratic system. How these chal-
lenges and the conflicts they engender 
are conducted will play a major role in 
shaping changes in America’s class, sta-
tus, and power inequities.

Professor Kriesberg’s bottom line is 
that conflicts should reduce inequality 
in all three primary dimensions: class, 
status, and power. That is the gold stan-
dard for fighting better. If everyone 
now fighting from Ukraine to Pales-
tine-Israel to Sudan to the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, and to other la-
tent, emerging, and escalating conflicts, 
were to internalize and act on Louis 
Kriesberg’s wisdom, we might see peace 
on Earth. n

Reviewed by Lester R. Kurtz, a sociology 
professor at George Mason University and 
editor of Oxford’s three-volume Encyclope-
dia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict.

We welcome your comments about this 
review here. Please give your comment a 
title referring to this review.

elections that defeated him.
By this point, only halfway through 

the book, we have identified the prima-
ry thrust of the professor’s arguments, 
outlined theoretically, and you can see 
how he represents them empirically 
with considerable detail. As the reader 
who is still with me can see, the text is so 
rich it is difficult to summarize briefly. If 
you want the details, read the book. 

AFRICAN AMERICANS
Perhaps the most blatant inequality 

and conflict-generator in American so-
ciety is racism and the waxing and wan-
ing of efforts to advance African Ameri-
cans appropriately take up two chapters 
in this volume. Having examined mostly 
class differences in the earlier chapters, 
Kriesberg now takes up status discrep-
ancies, beginning with race as an im-
portant status dimension, although 
it is problematic because it is socially 
assigned and disputed, has some fluid-
ity, and its salience changes over time. 
The ascribed status of ethnicity is more 
helpful than race, he claims, but popular 
conceptions have been shaped, by colo-
nialism and enslavement. The concept 
of race was constructed to explain and 
justify the inferior treatment and com-
modification of others. Kriesberg traces 
their impact and efforts to address it by 
administrations and social movements 
in some detail in chapters six and seven. 
He notes that constructive conflicts did 
improve the status of African Americans 
to a limited degree, and destructive con-
flicts created by segregation supporters 
often ironically backfired, inadvertently 
increasing their status.

Chapter nine shifts to a focus on po-
litical power, as the third dimension of 
inequality-driven conflicts, taking the 
broad historical view stretching all the 
way from 1765 to 2022. He analyzes 
unequal distributions of power in gov-
ernance institutions, despite the ideal of 
power serving the people, noting that 
when a few people at the top make de-
cisions without regard to lower-ranking 
people, it creates great collective power 
inequality. Framed as win-lose conten-
tions, some badly conducted fights es-
calate to violence.

The concluding chapter discusses 

“Yes. You know that one-laigged nigger dat b’longs 
to old Misto Bradish? ...” illustration from The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn (Tom Sawyer’s Comrade), 
by Mark Twain | © Edward W. Kemble, Wikimedia

https://www.sciencedirect.com/referencework/9780128203125/encyclopedia-of-violence-peace-and-conflict
https://tosavetheworld.ca/war-and-weapons/#comment
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ers with the training and missionary 
enthusiasm. And First Nations were not 
initially opposed to the new schooling 
regime, historian J.R. Miller writes, 
“only to aspects of it that threatened 
their identity.”

Some schools were no doubt bru-
tal places, but not all, as is the experi-
ence of people like Cree playwright 
Tomson Highway, former Dene Chief 
Cece Hodgson-McCauley, Senator Len 
Marchand and Chief Clarence Jules 
(who was chief of the Kamloops band 
and attended the Kamloops Indian Res-
idential School.) Marchand has written:

“The reader might be expecting me 
to tell a few horror stories about phys-

There is plenty of evidence 
to show that the architects 
of the Indian Residen-
tial School (IRS) system 

thought their mission was to educate 
and to elevate their young charges so 
that they could better accommodate the 
intruding modern world. This followed 
the disappearance of First Nations live-
lihoods which, for example, were based 
on furs, fishing, trapping and the col-
lapsed buffalo hunt. 

Christian denominational schools 
were thought to be better (and cheaper) 
than a secular option run directly by the 
state. Churches would substitute what 
they saw as civilizing indoctrination 
and training geared towards agriculture 
or industry, for the First Nations’ own 
“simple Indian mythology” and tradi-
tional means of subsistence.

The Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
United/Methodist and (to a lesser ex-
tent) Presbyterian churches, had teach-

Kamloops Indian Residential School, 1930 | © Wikipedia

Residential Schools: 
Assimilation or 
Genocide?
By Robin Collins

The deliberate destroying 
of a culture for the benefit 
of the colonial enterprise 
is the destruction of a 
people, whether or not 
their physical bodies were 
intended to be destroyed. 
Does that fit within 
the legal definition of 
genocide? Does it matter?

First Nations were not 
initially opposed to the 
new schooling regime

CURRENT CONTROVERSIES
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started to be transferred to band coun-
cils and Indian educational committees.

GENOCIDE?
Historical events officially termed 

genocides are quite limited in number: 
Among them are the Holocaust, Ar-
menians killed by the Ottomans during 
WWI, the 1930s famine in Ukraine, the 
Rwanda catastrophe of 1994, Srebreni-
ca in 1995. Yet the Uyghurs in China, 
the Darfur civil war, and even the activi-
ties of the Pol Pot regime in Cambodia, 
do not yet have sufficient international 
consensus to qualify. 

In the Genocide Convention and 
at the United Nations, the concept is 
very specific. It involves efforts towards 
extermination, not only mass murder. 
The UN Office on Genocide Preven-
tion and the Responsibility to Protect 
states unequivocally, “[T]here must be 
a proven intent on the part of perpe-
trators to physically destroy” a group. 
“Cultural destruction does not suffice.”  

Few dispute that Indian Residential 
Schools (IRS) in Canada were often 
harsh, drafty and disease-ridden, nor 
that Christian religious indoctrination 
was part of the curriculum. There were 
instances of criminal sexual abuse, and 
corporal punishment against children 
culturally unfamiliar with severe disci-
plinary measures was a particularly cru-
el practice.

Many assessments of the treatment 
of Indigenous peoples in Canada ex-
ist, including: the 1906 report of Chief 
Health Inspector Dr. Peter Bryce; the 
Special Joint Committee report to 
Parliament in 1948; within the Indian 
Residential Schools Settlement Agree-
ment (2006); Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s apology on behalf of Canada 
in 2008; the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Report (TRCR) released 
in 2015; followed by the Final Report 
of the National Inquiry into Murdered 
and Missing Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG 2019). 

Another critic of the claim of IRS be-
ing genocidal is Douglas Farrow, Pro-
fessor of Theology and Ethics at McGill 
University. He points to John Milloy, 
author of A National Crime: The Canadi-
an Government and the Residential School 

impressive scholastic results.
The schools were, however, some-

times better than reserve conditions, 
and parents were known to line up to 
have their children registered. As Bri-
an Giesbrecht writes, “From early in 
the colonial period, there was a general 
agreement that European-style educa-
tion was the best way to help Indige-
nous people whose lands and way of life 
had been taken from them [and that] 
both education and integration into 
the non-Indigenous culture and society 
were necessary for Indigenous people 
to survive.” 

By 1948, a Special Joint Commit-
tee of Parliament concluded that the 
schools should be less oppressive, less 
negligent, and the assimilationist proj-
ect should evolve into “education for 
citizenship,” so to enable students to 
eventually join the mainstream. From 
the early 1940s onwards, the schools be-
gan to shut down (see the chart, below). 
By the 1970s, school administration 

ical and sexual abuse at the residential 
school. But I know of no incidences at 
KIRS.”

But former Assembly of First Na-
tions leader Phil Fontaine broke the si-
lence when he stated in a CBC interview 
in 1990, that “In my grade three class… 
if there were 20 boys, every single one 
of them…would have experienced what 
I experienced. They would have experi-
enced some aspect of sexual abuse.”

The churches (at least publicly) 
shared the view of the Department of 
Indian Affairs that the primary purpose 
of the IRS was either integrative (com-
bining of cultures) or assimilative (sup-
planting one culture with another).

This was not the view of Indige-
nous groups who emphasized that the 
schools should only “promote econom-
ic development, not cultural assimila-
tion.” Generally, the conditions within 
the residential schools were poor, with 
sub-standard accommodation, food and 
healthcare, and often also delivering un-

Daily Colonist, November 16, 1907

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/phil-fontaine-papal-apology-rome-trip-postponed-1.6282694
https://fcpp.org/2021/07/20/from-truth-comes-reconciliation-an-assessment-of-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-report/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-xinjiang-uyghurs-muslims-repression-genocide-human-rights
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/Genocide%20Convention-FactSheet-ENG.pdf
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System, 1879 to 1986, who believed the 
high mortality rates “were primarily 
due to the policy of paying churches on 
a per-capita basis.” This, Farrow under-
lines, “incentivized over-crowding and 
the dangerous admission or retention of 
sick students. It was inexcusable, but it 
was not genocide.”

TUBERCULOSIS
One thing that is clear is that death 

rates from disease (particularly tuber-
culosis) were far higher in IRS (and 
higher still on reserves) than in the 
general population, but they dropped 
dramatically — across all populations 
— once vaccines were discovered and 
deployed, beginning in 1921. (Even to-
day, however, long after the closure of 
the schools, First Nations people living 
on reserves have a rate of TB that is 40 
times higher than the general popu-
lation.) Tuberculosis is a highly infec-
tious, bacterial disease, and often an 
indicator of poverty, overcrowding and 
poor sanitary conditions.

FROM CULTURAL GENOCIDE TO GENOCIDE
While the TRC Report obliquely re-

fers to physical (or traditional) genocide 
in its summary volume, (“Canada did all 
these things”), it used the term ‘cultural 
genocide’ throughout, and did so in order 

“that Canada is a genocidal state,” she 
wrote in the Globe and Mail, “lines up 
with the distortion of language charac-
terizing much of contemporary political 
discourse.” And, she cautioned, whether 
we get to reconciliation will “depend on 
the tenor” of the words we use.  

Following purported discoveries of 
possible unmarked graves (signals de-
tected by ground penetrating radar), 
initially at Kamloops, British Columbia 
in May 2021, the national tone changed 
dramatically.  

The Canadian Historical Associa-
tion (CHA) governing council issued its 
2021 Canada Day statement, The His-
tory of Violence Against Indigenous Peoples 
Fully Warrants the Use of the Word ‘Geno-
cide’, claiming: “Settler governments … 
have worked, and arguably still work, 
towards the elimination of indigenous 
peoples as both a distinct culture and 
physical group.”  

DISAGREEMENTS
There was a backlash from a group 

of more than 60 Canadian historians, 
including the highly regarded Marga-
ret MacMillan, Jack Granatstein, David 
Bercuson, Patrice Dutil, Éric Bédard, 
Christopher Dummitt and Robert 
Bothwell. The group, in their Open 
Letter, rejected CHA’s “broad schol-
arly consensus” that what happened in 
Canada was genocide. An activist CHA, 
they decried, was “insulting and dis-
missing the scholars who have arrived at 
a different assessment.” 

One of the most significant of those 
who signed the letter, J.R. Miller, is a 
preeminent scholar of Indian Residen-
tial Schools, and not one to shy away 
from criticism of them. But he rejected 
any claim that there is evidence of “an 
intent to destroy [Indigenous peoples], 
in whole or in part” in Canadian policy. 
Supportive of the TRC Report overall, 
he also stated that the TRC’s blaming 
social problems that Indigenous people 
face today on the schools “looks tenu-
ous at best.” 

“From Truth Comes Reconcilia-
tion” is a collection of essays assessing 
the 3,766-page TRC Report. Editors 
Rodney Clifton and Mark DeWolf in-
cluded authors who felt the TRC rules 

to distinguish what happened from physical 
genocide: “The establishment and oper-
ation of residential schools were a cen-
tral element of this [assimilation] policy, 
which can best be described as ‘cultural 
genocide’.”

The phrase was used earlier by for-
mer Prime Minister Paul Martin in 
2013, and (controversially) also by Bev-
erley McLachlin, while still Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, in May of 
2015. It is now frequently used. The act 
of genocide, though, does not extend to 
‘cultural genocide.’ 

Then the MMIWG Report pro-
claimed that the higher-than-national 
murder rates for Indigenous women and 
girls were “caused by state actions and 
inactions rooted in colonialism and co-
lonial ideologies” and constituted “race, 
identity and gender-based genocide.”  

This change in terminology was not 
universally supported, certainly not by 
the late Erna Paris, an expert researcher 
in the genocide and Holocaust subject 
area, and a respected advocate for the 
International Criminal Court. While 
Paris accepted the ‘cultural genocide’ 
term, she angrily denounced what she 
called the “gratuitous charge that Can-
ada has committed, and continues to 
commit, genocide against its Indigenous 
populations.” The Inquiry conclusion 

https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1570132922208/1570132959826#chp5
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/chief-justice-says-canada-attempted-cultural-genocide-on-aboriginals/article24688854/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/Genocide%20Convention-FactSheet-ENG.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-the-mmiwg-report-was-searing-and-important-marred-only-by-its/
https://historyreclaimed.co.uk/debating-genocide-in-canada-a-response-to-steven-high/
https://bcstudies.arts.ubc.ca/book_film_review/the-final-report-of-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commission-of-canada-volumes-1-6/


JAN/MAR 2024

42

PEACE
MAGAZINE

of evidence fell far short of balanced 
treatment, let alone stringent legal stan-
dards. Oral statements were welcome, 
but substantiating evidence was not 
mandatory, and cross-examination was 
not permitted. Former Manitoba Judge 
Brian Giesbrecht (who wants to abol-
ish the Indian Act and all vestiges of a 
race-based system in Canada) refers to 
the problematic inclusion of testimony 
from appointed ‘honorary witnesses’ 
who “never witnessed anything, pos-
itive or negative about the residential 
schools.” He argues that “unverified 
and difficult-to-believe claims […] un-
dermine the credibility of the Commis-
sion and its Report.” 

Most testimony was negative and, 
unsurprisingly, critical of the school 
experience. Still, the TRC Report does 
acknowledge that “much of the discus-
sion of the history of residential schools 
has overlooked both the positive intent 
with which many staff members ap-
proached their work, and the positive 
accomplishments of the school system. 
Although they certainly believed the 
system was underfunded, [staff] devoted 
much of their lives to educating and car-
ing for Aboriginal children.” [Summary 
TRCR, page 128.]

A belief that genocide — not just 
assimilation — is the inevitable conse-
quence of imposing a ‘settler-colonial 
society’ on an Indigenous population 
will conflict with more complex anal-
ysis that many credible historians over 
decades have deduced. The late archae-
ologist and ethno-historian Bruce Trig-
ger for instance (who, for his meticulous 
research, was adopted by a clan of the 
Wendat [Huron] Confederacy) offered 
this 1985 evaluation of early Indige-
nous-European settler relations: 

“Settlement in Canada, unlike that in 
the United States, had not been dom-
inated by violent clashes with native 
groups over rights to land. The St Law-
rence lowlands had been largely stripped 
of their native inhabitants by epidemics 
and wars among the Indians themselves 
prior to European settlement.”  

Despite clashes, Trigger wrote, “the 
French treated the Indians who lived 
within the present borders of Canada as 
producers of a valued [fur trade] asset...” 

schools where excavations have taken 
place, including most recently in the 
dug-out basement of a Manitoba church 
at the former Pine Creek Residential 
School.

There have been problems accessing 
some residential school records, many 
of which were purged between 1936 
and 1954, although persistent research-

and, furthermore, “the Royal Procla-
mation of 1763, which prevented the 
uncontrolled expansion of settlement, 
made overt conflict between Indians 
and Whites minimal.” 

EVIDENCE? 
To date, no remains of children have 

been found at a half dozen residential 

https://www.google.ca/books/edition/_/-rA9CgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1
https://winnipeg.ctvnews.ca/no-human-remains-found-in-excavation-of-manitoba-church-basement-1.6525591
https://jonkay.substack.com/p/the-courage-to-dig?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web


PEACE
MAGAZINE

JAN/MAR 2024

43

ers such as Nina Green have successful-
ly located many “missing” residential 
school children in documents located in 
overlooked government and church ar-
chives. More disruptive of the narrative, 
critics Giesbrecht and Flanagan insist:

“There is no record of a single stu-
dent being murdered at a residential 
school – never mind thousands — in the 
113-year history of residential schools. 
Nor — and this is key — are there any 
records of Indigenous parents claiming 
that their children went to residential 
schools ‘never to be seen again.’” 

The national ‘mass hysteria’ that 
resulted from the Kamloops announce-
ment more than two years ago may be 
subsiding. Some media are more careful 
about their headlines (not “mass graves” 
nor “remains of 215 children” as the 
Kamloops Band press release stated; but 
“possible burials”, “ground disturbanc-
es” and “targets of interest.”) 

And as Douglas Farrow quotes Chief 
Sophie Pierre (who attended the St. Eu-
gene’s school): “There’s no discovery, 
we knew it was there, it’s a graveyard. 
The fact there are graves inside a grave-
yard shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone.”’

HAZARDS OF TRUTHTELLING
Many now know of the cancelling 

(and firing) of Dr. Frances Widdowson, 
a scholar of Indigenous policy for more 

“discovery of 215 children’s remains,” 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
Chair Murray Sinclair accused the po-
lice of “typical heavy-handed[ness]” 
and of intimidation. The RCMP sub-
sequently withdrew and handed over 
the investigation to the Kamloops Band 
(and Chief Rosanne Casimir.)  

A National Post article tried to ab-
solve the Indigenous leadership of ex-
aggeration or obfuscation and to blame 
instead “foreign news outlets” and “ac-
tivists”, but in truth it was Chief Casi-
mir several weeks after the initial Kam-
loops announcement who put forward a 
motion still claiming “the mass grave
discovered at the former Kamloops In-
dian Residential School reveals Crown 
conduct reflecting a pattern of geno-
cide against Indigenous Peoples...” The 
Assembly of First Nations Chiefs voted 
in favour of her resolution at the AFN’s 
Annual General Assembly in July 2021 
and reissued it that December.  

And now, in her new book Doppel-
ganger, Naomi Klein laments anti-vaxx-
ers’ appropriation of orange T-shirts, a 
symbol of justice for “Indigenous survi-
vors of the genocidal Indian residen-
tial-school system.” 

DO NOT SPECULATE: EXCAVATE! 
There remain many unanswered 

questions. A wide berth has been given 
to conjecture and stories. So far, very 
few excavations of rumoured burial 
sites have been undertaken. Some have 
been blocked or delayed by band leaders 
who believe investigation would involve 
“trespassing on sacred ground” and 
constitute “continued genocide.”  

Yet, independent forensic exca-
vations should clear up much of the 
mystery surrounding (in particular) the 
Kamloops residential school accusa-
tions. It is expected that remains will 
still be found in abandoned community 
cemeteries. 

We will all benefit from honest and 
full disclosure. The silencing of critics, 
on the other hand, only increases skep-
ticism and suspicion, and delays recon-
ciliation. n

Robin Collins writes about peace from 
Ottawa.

than two decades; the dismissal of Ab-
botsford, British Columbia teacher Jim 
McMurtry for insisting that tuberculo-
sis was the primary killer of Indigenous 
children; the tragic suicide of Toronto 
District School Board principal Richard 
Bilkszto who questioned whether Can-
ada was a “bastion of white supremacy.” 

Despite a growing number of claims 
being challenged, NDP Member of 
Parliament Leah Gazan in October 
2022 organized a unanimous resolution 
in the House of Commons declaring 
residential schools an act of genocide. 
She has now gone further to equate 
legitimate challenges to that narrative 
with “denialism,” and therefore a “hate 
crime” that should be prosecuted. This 
strategy may not succeed but it would 
make a column such as this one riskier 
to publish and therefore harder to find.  

Gazan has been joined in her quest 
by Kimberley Murray, Special Interloc-
utor for Missing Children and Unmarked 
Graves and Burial Sites associated with 
Indian Residential Schools, whose report
has called for “the implementation 
of both civil and criminal sanctions” 
against “prolific violence” that is said to 
take place “via e-mail, telephone, social 
media, op-eds and, at times, through 
in-person confrontations.” 

But when the RCMP’s Kamloops de-
tachment opened a file to investigate the 

Students at Fort Albany Residential School, c. 1945 | © Wikimedia

https://indianresidentialschoolrecords.com/
https://c2cjournal.ca/2022/09/my-life-in-two-indian-residential-schools/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/richard-bilkszto-tdsb-audio-kojo-dei
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/should-residential-school-denialism-declared-hate-speech-1.6744100#:~:text=NDP%20MP%20Leah%20Gazan%2C%20who,false%20assertions%20about%20residential%20schools.
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-special-interlocutor-hopeful-new-justice-minister-will-act-to-address/
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/first-nations-graves
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-welcome-to-the-mirror-world-where-nothing-is-as-it-seems/
https://globalnews.ca/news/9778899/unmarked-graves-trespassing-residential-school-bc-report/
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Episode 572: Global Town Hall, October 2023
Paul Werbos jokes about Schrödinger’s cat, Marilyn Krieger 
tells us about California’s cats, Andre Kamenshikov describes 
the present state of the Russia/Ukraine war as like the 
Western front of WW1 and Gordon Edwards reminds us 
that Canada was first to practice vitrification of nuclear waste. 
What a Global Town Hall! For the video, audio podcast, 
transcript and discussion: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-
572-global-town-hall-oct-2023.  

Episode 573: Food Security and Climate
Cynthia Rosenzweig is a professor at Columbia University 
who studies the connections between food security and 
climate change. She reports that the number of hungry people 
has markedly increased since the Sustainable Development 
Goals were promulgated, promising to reduce it. For the 

video, audio podcast, transcript and comments: https://
tosavetheworld.ca/episode-573-food-security-and-climate.

Episode 574: Water Security
Leila Harris is a professor in British Columbia who studies 
the political and social aspects of water. She began with a 
dissertation on the methods of irrigation in Turkey and more 
recently has spent time in African townships, seeing how 
access to abundant clean water affects the social relationships 
among neighbors. For the video, audio podcast, transcript, 
and comments: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-574-water-
security.

Episode 575: Rivers and Peace
Aaron Wolf is a geography professor at Oregon State 
University. He heads a program teaching graduate students 

Project Save the World’s Fall 2023 Online Forums
All the video talks on this list can be seen on your computer, tablet, or smartphone at Project Save the World’s website: 
https://tosavetheworld.ca. At the top of our home page, just type into the search bar the title of a show, the episode 
number, or the name of a speaker. These conversations are also accessible on the website page as audio podcasts and 
(often) as transcripts. There is also a comment column where you are invited to discuss the show after watching it, hearing 
it, or reading the transcript. If someone replies, we will let you know. 

https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-574-water-security/
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to work out treaties and other agreements among countries 
with transboundary disputes over water — mainly rivers 
that run through their lands. For the video, audio podcast, 
transcript, and comments: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-
575-rivers-and-peace.

Episode 576: Empower Russian Escapees
Both Konstantin Samoilov and Andre Kamenshikov have left 
Russia because of their opposition to the war. Jill Carr-Harris 
is a Gandhian leader in India. We discuss the possibilities and 
risks of producing educational forums about nonviolence for 
millions of expatriate Russians. For the video, audio podcast, 
transcript and comments: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-
576-empower-russian-escapees.

Episode 577: Global Town Hall, November 2023
The war in Gaza has been going on all month, so we talked 
most about it. Shane Steinman, Alan Haber, and Paul Werbos 
all want a solution that does not involve exclusive sove-
reignty. Andre Sheldon and Alastair Farrugia both promote 
changes in process. Sandy Greer opposes small modular 
nuclear reactors and Alexey Prokhorenko has applied to 
stay in Poland as a refugee. For the video, audio podcast, 
transcript and comments: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-
577-global-town-hall-nov-2023.

Episode 578: The Trouble in Cameroon 
Dr. Mukete Tahle Itoe is a judge in Cameroon and the 
leader of a humanitarian organization that seeks to provide 
security for the refugees and migrants in his country. There 
are over 700,000 internally displaced persons there, victims 
of the violence that has been going on since 2017 as a result 
of the “Ambazonian” separatist movement of English-
speaking citizens. Some 80 percent of Cameroonians speak 
French and have created a unitary system of government that 
is opposed by the English-speaking 20 percent. Itoe himself is 
seeking harmony, not secession, and wants the situation in his 
country to be better-known to the rest of the world. For the 
video and audio podcast: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-
578-the-trouble-in-cameroon.

Episode 579: The Future of Tuvalu 
Global warming will submerge most of Tuvalu, but 
Ambassador Falefou is at the UN, mobilizing support for his 
country’s survival. For a billion dollars or two, it is possible 
to raise the elevation and enable the society to continue as 
a sovereign country in Oceania. That is less expensive than 
removing the whole population to other countries, which 
may otherwise be necessary. The Tuvaluans plan to become 
the first “digital nation.” For the video and audio podcast: 
https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-579-the-future-of-tuvalu.

Episode 580: Likhotal on Year 2023 
Alexander Likhotal, now a professor of international relations 
in Geneva, was formerly executive director of Green Cross 
International, appointed by Mikhail Gorbachev, whom he 
served as press secretary both during and after Gorbachev’s 
presidency. His pessimism about the future is based on the 
universally shared conclusion that 2023 has been tragic in 
many countries and for many failures. We discuss Zelinsky’s 
policies in Ukraine, the prospects for an end to the war in 
Ukraine, and the tragic war in Israel and Gaza. For the video 
and audio podcast: https://tosavetheworld.ca/episode-580-
likhotal-on-year-2023.
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